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l | 710 7 wilt find the worthy Author of this enſuing Tract, 


WF 


eppo/ing two perſons of a very different Charatter. M: M. whoſe 

ſerules are ſo nean, aud ſo often anſwered; that as they could 
have little influerc? in his Change, jo they deſerved:no new Confiderati» 
on, The moſt material of his ze/tions may. be reduced ta this, Being 
that the Church of Rome by her uſurping ſhiſts prope her \Apoa 
flaty to her neighvour Charches,how can any of ihoſe belong tothe Caa 
tholick Church if they ceas that Apoſtacy,and regain their former late? 
The anſwer is ea(ie uni {> infettion do for ever fuhje # a Church to tha 
Church which inſefted it. Can any man daubt whether the Britiſh 
Churches had equal authority to reform themſelves for Chriſt's ſake; 
ai they had to admit theje corruptions for the Popes ſake. 

The ather Pezſon is M: K: who hath needleſly yea ta the 'apparent 
dammage of his cauſe, bitterly cenſured the whole body af Noncontors 
mills. Whether his novel notions, or the unſeaſonavle publication of 
matters of debates among us, be moſt culpable , it's hard determining : 
The ſad con(equences were ſo obvious, that great importunity fail'd to 
encline my undertaking our vindication, thong the charge againſt ut 
i great, and the proef attempted from miſtaken principles. | 

But ſeeing the Author with others judged a reply needful; and re- 
preſented our filence as turned to our repreach ; I am perſwaded to pres 
face the enſuing Book, wherin thou wilt fiad both evidence and candor. 

[ ſhalt ouly hint at what the Book tz concerned in, and infit on ſome 
Criminations the Author overlooks. WEI: 

Mr: K's. excluding us from the Cathelick Church can harm us little 
If when be gives us a diſcription of this Church ſo entirely TIT 
Popiſh, and oppoſite to the joynt teſtimony of Proteſtants, $.. 68: of the 
FF ada. betwixt the Rowaniſts and us. The Ars Chuck, 
ticles of the Church of Ireland define the In Church 


To the Reader, 
4 Bell: de Bedi: in the Creed, to be the invifible body of Elefled Saints 
milit: lib: 3: #n heaven and earth. But all of M: K's. deſcription, is 
Cap: 2, Bellarmines own who ſtrangely confounds a particular 
Church with the Catholick Church wifible, eut ef which 

particular;Churches are formed; unleſs you admit Infidels for Members: 
and Mto'which they. are reſotved; unliſs they ceaſe to be Catholick 
Members when their Paſtors dy or remove. Wheras M: K. might have 
tnown that the Catholick vifible Church as entitive is made up of 
profe//ing Chriſtians, and particular Churches are but ſecondary mem. 
bers of this body as Organical by Aggregation. 

- But the Diſſenters will deny his charge by furtber proving that they 
are ſubjetts to their tawfull Paſtors, that ſuch are not their Paſtors 
whom he chargeth them with ſeparation frem; And they can juſtify 
their Seperation to be a duty, and ſo no bar to their Catholick privi- 
leag if they had ſome times bs ſubjeft to ſuch. Tea it's manifeſt, the 
Church. of England: account us within the Pale of the Church ; by her 
ealing us Brethren departed in the Faith when dead, and too oft Exc 
communicating us when alive. His charge of Ecclefraſtical Rebellion 
cannot yet affett us, when we think that we juſtly deny the Convocation 
to be a'fit Repreſentative of all the Paſtors in England ; and not a ſu- 
preme power over all our Churches, yea and ſuſpet a definition of the 
Catholick Church by ſuch regent Officers, as what favours the Univerſal 
Hleadſpip, and may well *. in the Pope as principium unitatis. 

His poſitiveneſs in eonr duty to be hilent when ſuſpended, without re- 
yard to juſtice of the ground of it, imports he hath forgotten that Caſn- 
efts generally determin, that an unjuſt ſentence bindes not before God or 
the Church ; and that Paſtors power in the charch is not of the ſame 
extent as a Kings in the State, but under the limits of many more inſii« 
zuted laws. But theſe matters being debated in the book I proceed. 

 M: K's. Sarcaſm againſt our cant from 3: M's. alluften to a plain 
ſeripture p. 13 may call him 20 ſuſpeft what ſpirit himſelfis of (Luke 
9,55.) and others of his ſort who redicule ſcripture paſſages though us 
ſed in the ſence of the ſpirit that —_ the writers of the ſcriptures 
and condemns. in us theſe principles, which were the cemmon ſence of Proz 


teſtant Biſhops, but yet theſe muſt be the only Proteſtant Suce 
ceſſors, becauſe they keep up the ceremonies tho they deſpiſe -many im* 
portant doflrines which they more vallued themſelves by, 
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| To the Reacer. 
" Reader, theu maiſt wonder how DM: K. that afirmeth no minifters 
may reform ne wor preach againſt the Eſtablifht” Church; can publiſh 
theſe thoughts of his ſo epegrant to the ſence of the Church, and unger- 
take to reform the very atholick Church by a definitron' of ito 0pf6- 
fite to that bis Church hath publiſhed. i 3 
Te Reproacheth us with the favours we now recteve |. _ 
from man f M: M's. perſwaſton. IWe thankfully own the Reply- 
Rizxgs Favours without ungrateful enquiries into the ' * 
grounds of it, nor yet doubting but we ſhall take care not to forfeit what 
he thinks meet to grant. But why ſhould yea that diſlike anTaquiſition 
grudg us a little eaſe? T believe you are not ſor blaming the Magiſtrate 
when the Reds and Axes are diſuſed. Are not the miſerics great es 
nogh which we have endured at your hands for refufing to fin tm doin 
things, which you had nothing but the bare authortty of the inpſexts 
plead for? But T heartily wiſh all our hardſhips ſo forgaten by us as that 
they neither abate charity nor prevent union on Chriſtian Catholick 
terms. | 
1 confeſs it's no ſmall «mazement to hear the Prelatiſts refie ow the 
preſent liberty of Diſſenters. Are we blameable Fl meeting mnbw we 
do it with ſafty,when we ſuffered ſo much rather than forbear it* *Cttn 
they that have refuſed Preferments,endured priſons, reproach" ard toſs 
ef eſtates for their principles be (uſpeted apt to renounce or betray them 
for a ſmile ? | | 
Flow can theſe men that other day reſolved all law into 'tht' Kings 
zer will, now brand our meetings as umlawful ? But this will convince 
the world, that that party will allways Skrew up the point of 'Loyaby, 
whoſe Ivtereft the Government promotes; and yet may challenye their 
ewn ſentiments when the Throne 7s leſs auſpicious. | 
Fixally why will theſe perſons thus clamor, as of roey ny 
had loft an opportunity to inſiict the ſame evils, 'by the interpoſal -of a 
power we miz4.t will have expefted leſs kindneſs from! Fave" wt ny 
thing but immunity from puniſhment ? Do we enjoy your Pheſerments or 
places > [s it no favour you reap whilst you enjoy your Revenues, and 
pul lick epportumties of ſervice 2 you will eſteem it ſo, and wore'pitty 
others, if ever you come to endure the penury, hazard antl{<on of 
other faithſud Miniſters ; "which tho'Þ ſuggest \ofder ts Windre Fober: 
judement; yet I defire never to behold. 19 101 97 TING Nath 
A 2 M: KR. 


To tie Reacer. 
M: K: p: 7% AM: K. Brands us as friends to the Popiſh Party. 
Replys Through the weakaeſs of the Clergy this filly re. 

proach 1s propagated among, the peopie the fa'ſhoed 
wherof time may diſcover more than a preſert flaſh of heat ſor low 
intereſts can do. 

But wheria lyeth this friendſhip, unfeſs th1t you will not ſuffer its 
to be friends with you, and thertore you conclude we muſt netds le 
one with them; i heartily wiſh all could acquit themſelves 6! CUlpas 
. be. friendſhip withthem.as we can. Iam ſure we agree not in prin- 
.Ciptes with them in any ching wierin we Gifter trom you, and we 
blame you tor nothing, but wherin you agree with them, Let us re. 
form your Church, and We ' promife we wil remove nothing but 
what, is Popiſh; Let them reform your Church, and i'le engage 
they'i take away nothing butwhat 15Preſbyterian. Do you condemn 
us Or any thing but that which Popery would relieve us in? is it we 
that bow to the Eaſt, and to the Altar? do we uſe vain payeantry 
in Conſecrating of Churches,and utenſ1's,baptiſeing them with ſaints 
names? Do we frisk from place to place in reading our Service, uſe 
the fign of the Croſs, kneel at the Sacrament,which never obtained 
in the Church before Tranſubſtantiation? Have we Abſolution of 
fins to the uncenſured? Is private Communion our manner? Have 
we Organs, Singingsboys, unſcriptural Confirmation, preaching 
Deacons, Reading over the Dead, Holy days, Surpluſes, Reſponſa's 
and: twenty more appendants to worſhip? The Romi/ſ> Church hath 
all theſe ; wheras we worſhip God without all this Nuff added to 
Goſpel. inſtitutions, and are content with that that for decency, the 
contrary wherto is indecent by natural light or common uſage. 

Further whether moſt countenanceth the univerſal Headſhip your 
Diocefſans or our plain Preſbyter ? Have we Deans and Chapters , 
Chawcellors of Biſhops-Courts (the prime managers of Diſcipline)Plus 
ralities &c, 

What common intereſt can we have with them, unleſs as ſubjzes 
to the ſame Xing? & how little ſome of the N. Conformiſts befriended 
their-intereſt theſe very menlately reproacht us with, and its Chri- 
ſtian-and Generous in his Majeſty to overlook. 

Few.conſidering men will think, that we who have endured. ſo 


much under you for giflike to the remains of Popery ; will eſpouſe 
that- 
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To the Rezder. 
that Church Form,where we muſt meet with all your fau't ,1nd 
much greater. Nor is it probable ws ſhould do any thing uabe- 
coming finccer and diſcerning Proteſtants, though we profeſs 
due Loyalty, both from Conlcience, and trom Gratetut Re- 
fentments. 

What then can be the motter? that whi'es'the Zind com- 
mends you as next- of kin; your worſhip, praftices, Collitue 
tions, yea Doarincs of late do fo exceed in Harmony with the 
Pop.ſh party abov. Us; while Mr: A. tcl!s youtheir Flowers are 
your ornament, yea the world knoweth they love molt of you & 
your wayes better than us ;-and many of your own pro- 
ciaim, they wouid be Papi/ts rather than” Presbyterians; that 
yet we muſt li 1 in tra k,Sermons andPrint,have this character 
of great triendihip faitned on us.It ſeemeth-to have its riſe from 
this, you had caſt us out of all places, and poſſeſſcd them-your 
ſelves, whereby you apprehend us now leſs envied, and ſo-leſs 
expoſed to the firſt attack-of Covetouſneſs or ambition in your 
rivals: Bur is it fair in you, firſt to ſet us below envy, and then 
fret that we are not made a ſacrifice to-preſerve your gran» 
dure? 

I ſhall conclude theſe remarks I have made on M. As unſes- 
ſonable provocations; with my hearty prayers to God that ke 
would diſcover to the Church of Zz/ard, and to us whatever 
our miſtakes have been, that by ks preſent dealings, he-would 
diſpoſe us'to true repentance for our fooliſh as well as finful 
heats, and our valuing any intereſt above Chriſts: and 'that 
he would give all a more truly Catholick-ſpirit, which will be 
found the ſerviceable as well as Chriſtian temper ; and is fo 
needful to revive the bleeding intereſt of Religion among'us. 
That I may contribute my mite to this; and the peace, which 
would reſult therefrom, permit me to hint: 

1, The terms impoſed on the Nonconformiſts were -ama- 
zingly ſevere, and certain to make the number of the ſcrupu- 
lous confiderab'c. 

No Church under heaven, except the popiſh, ever impoſed 
aſſent and Conſent to ſo many diſpurable things. We muſt ſo- 


lemaly aſlzat ro many DoQrines we cannot own; .and to many 
practices 
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practices which we aiways ſcrupled,and much more their revi- 
val after they were once removed. We muſt be reordained, we 
muſt ſolemnly deciare the covenant bound no man, when ag a 
vow it muſt bind to all that was lawful :a it; and we know 
ſome who were /#: juris when they took it, we mult ſwear ne- 
ver to endeavour alteration in the Church as eſtabliſhed, 
whereas it owns inits preface tothe curſes in the /:t#rgy,that its 
Diſcipline isdefe&tive: and ve believe the ſame of many other 
things, to ſay nothing ofthe many diſorders apparent in ir. 

The en: Germs on the Kings return propoſed to uſe the 
Liturgy with ſome amendments, and to ſubmit to the Model 
of Epiſcopacy, drawen up by the peaccable Bilhbop her; but 
availed not. 

2. The Conſequences of the diviſions produced by theſe ſes 
vere terms, have been diſmal. How much of mens Miniſtry 
hath been waſted on theſe matters, which might have been 
employed to more edifying purpoſes? the prophane have had 
an engine to exert their inbred emaity againſt the ſerious. Was 
-at not come to that paſs, that one was jeered as a Phanatich, if 
he dared not to be prophane - Yea under the ſhaddow of zeal 
2gainſt tne mer 8 men became light in their graveſt em- 
p'oys, Hetcrodox in their notions, and too many did ridicu!e 
all Religion in the moſt probable evidences of it, as Can? and 
Hypecriſy. What need I enlarge any more. Were the things con. 
rended, for by the impoſer valuable, ſo as to countervail the 
leaſt of theſe miſchiefs ? 

. It is neceſſary for Church and State, that the union of Mi- 
niflen and communion ol Sts. be providgd for, on more com- 
preheoſive terms. 

All our ſtudy and prayers back'd with ſore hardſhips, have 
not, nor ever can bring us to comply with theſe, the Chur- 
ches ſtrongeſt arguments for them be, that they are indifferent 
and ſurely the Churches neceſſity wil at laſt convince her 
thats a poor Plea: Religion muſt decay, and the ſtrength of the 
»Church will abate, whilſt the number of Diſlenters is fo great. 
-Groſs errors will prevail much while Diſlenter is the common 
odious' name of all3 2nd bad men will inflience, when the 
terms 


To the Reader. 


terms of union are ſo hard, as to exclude the good. Let the: 
terms of peace be once ſuch, that wiſe and good men need not 
ſcruple; and ſeparation will grow ſo odious a name as will ex- 
poſe the guilty, were the tolerable entertain'd, how would love 
flouriſh, and al be uſefull rothe Churches real intereſt» ſhallwe 
then provoke God to deſert us by our quarrels, and looſe the 
very name of Proteſtant, by contending tor things that are of 
no uſe to us either as proteſtants or Chriſtians 2 

The Kingdoms intereſt concurr's as an argument to if. 
Where could be the policy of cutting off ſo conſiderable a part 
of the nation from ſervicab'eneſs tothe ſtate, becauſe they could 
not agree to ſome forms. Which had no influence ro make 
them good Chriſtians, or good SubjeQts. Strange was the im- 
preſſion of the Clergy, ( or ſome others ) that the fitteſt mag 
muſt not ſerve the Stare, if he ſcrupled the Croſs in Baptiſm 
Tho I am no Erraſtian, yct I cannot but perſwade the Magi» 
giſtrate, not to interrupt trade, harraſe his Subjets, keep his 
Treaſures empty, give his enemies the advantape of a diſcon- 
tented party, tempt them to irregularities and diffikes of his 
Government; and all this for ſome Oathes and Ceremonies 
valluable only as the outworks of exceſſive grandure, or a dis 
ſtinguiſhing mark between them that fear an Oath, and thei 
that fear it roo littie. : 

May not we expe@ the Goverament to ſay in due time, it 
can be no fin againſt God, to take away thoſe things which 
the lovers of them call indifferent; and therefore cannot quar- 
rel againſt the removal of, nor ſeperate it they be removed. [x 
is not our intereſt to keep out ſo great a body of Diſlenters, 
whoſe compliance it is vain to expe, when they ſuffered fo 
many years teſtifying againſt rhem as ſinful: Let therefore the 
peace of the Church,and proſperity of the State be provided for, 
by things of more moment, and leſs diſputable, 

4. The terms that would be comprehenſive of the moſt con- 
ſiderable part of Diſſenters, are neither difficult nor dangerous, 

It was not peaceable or prudent Suggeſtion, that every little 
change is fatal; tho mens intereſt do not tempt them to make it 
ſo. Muſt the body die,if the hair or nails be par'd? I will ot dare 
to 
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To the Reader; 
to make propoſals ſo unſeaſonab'y ; But I think it eaſy to de- 
monſtrate, that no greater a change is necdful than will con- 
fit with decency in worſhip, reilraint of fundamental errors, 
the Churches peace and trueſt glory, the Magiſtrates tranquil 
ſecurity,and the juſt credit and power of th* Clergy. 

ſts our temper or ſelf5ſh reſpeCts, not our differences, which have 


kept us'ſo long aſunder. Could we but ſtoop leſs than our Lord's ex. 


ample calls us to,when he waſh'd his Diſciples feet, the debates would 

ſoon be at an end. ere we weaned from the love of Dominion, 

which he expreſly forbids, and inſpired with that love he declares ſo 

eſſential to his followers: it were impoſlible for us to unchurch each 

other, who can ſubſcribe all the Arcicles of the Church of /rcland,and 

all the DoQtrinal Articles of the Church of Englandzas we can and will 
0. 

[ might hope a little prudence (which God ſcems about to furniſh us 
all with)could not fail to make us one; in the mean while,& as fi: means 
conducive to it, let us attend to our more needful work, valuing each 
thers as Chriſtian ſocieties, tho under ſome pardonable miſtakes. 

That God would ſhew all.of us the pattern of his houſe, and eſta- 
liſh us in his truth, is the prayer of him, who longeth to ſee peace 
within the gates of Zion, owneth all for Catholick members who 
are baptized viſible Chriſtians, tho fixed in no particular Church, and 
not ſubject to any ſtated Paſtors : blefleth God for our reformation, 
thoinftruments mightbe culpable ; acknowledgeth all Chriſtian ſo- 


.Eieties to be Churches, where the Word is truly preached, and Sacra- 
ments adminiſtred, by duly qualified Paſtors, tho a Canonical rigkt 


be diſputable; ſo that no contradictory thing be added which diſſolves 
their Church-ſtate, and dare not exclude from the Catholick Church 
forreiga Proteſtants, who reformed by God's word, tho without the 
conſeat of the major part of a corrupt Clergy : yea, will not ſtake the 
Reformation in our Lands on a caſting Vote in the Convocation, but its 
correſpondency to Chriſt's rules; who alone is ſupreme Ruler in his 
houſe; and by whoſe laws the fidelity of his Stewards, and their 
aCtings is determined. 
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SIR, 
Have according to your defire perus') D. Manby's Cons 
ſiderations, and Mr. Xirg's Anſwer, and ſhall here give you 
my thoughts of them. 
For the U's Conſiderations, I never imagined the Proteſtant 
Cauſe in any danger by ſo weak an Aſſault, 1: If theſe be the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons he has to-produce, he ſeems 40-be.as. yet but 
a Novice in the Roman School, and arriv'd no higher than 'the 
young fry of Miſfonarys whom the Fathers furniſh with ſuch 
Queſtions as theſe to accoſt ignorant people with. There is;no- 
thing in that Paper but what more learned Champions for' the 
Church of Rome have more plauſibly urg'd, and our Proteſtant 
Divines both at home and abroad as ſolidly refuted, So:that 
it ſeem'd to. me a needleſs. expence. of-time to repeat the: An» 
ſwers ſo often given to thoſe Queſtions, becauſe Mr.\ M'. was 
pleaſed to ask them over again. , And I ſhould: bave been-ſtill 
of that mind, if Mr. X's Anſwer had notalter'd my thoughts, 
'Tis indeed judicious and clear enough - wherever. he:detends 
the Church of Eng/and upon thoſe principles-which are come 
mon to her with other Reformed Churches ; . but. where his 
narrow affeQion to a Party has byaſt his judgment; he has un» 
happily/founded the juſtice of the-Reformation.on ſuch princi- 
ples as are only-calculated for the vindicationof the Church iof 
England, .and (what is much worſe): fucti-as caſt difingenuotis 
Refle&ions upor- the reft of the Reformed Churches. Irſhall 
therefore in theſe Remarks ſuggeſt ſuch truly Catho/zeb Principles 
as juſtify all the Reformed Churches both as to their Reformae 
tion, and their claim to be a true part of the Catho!lick Churehz 
which, if I miſtake not, Mr. X's as well as Mr. M's Paper wou'd 
exc/\ude ſome of them from ; for the: Notions of the one as:wetl 
as the other turn the Catholick Church into a Set and areams 
jurious to Chriſtian Charity in its due extent, tho not both in 
an-equal degree. And [ undertake this the more willingly, 
becauſe'*ris truly Catholick pricciphsanc cemens the afteQi> 
| ons 


(2) 
ons of Proteſtants, and diſpoſe them to as near an union in pra- 
Rice as can be expeRed under the unavoidable d.fferences of 
our Judgment about matters of leſs importance. And in pur- 
ſuance of this deſfi:r, I thall follow the order of Mr. X's An- 
fwer, who pits D. M's Paper into all the method tis capable 
of, and only take notice of thoſe Anſwers wherein Mr. A's 
either Judgment or Charity ſeems to. fail him. 
The 1ft, Queſt: propoſed by D. M. in his Preface is, 
What is meant by the Catholiok Church ? | 

Mr. X's Anſwer is, *7zs the whole body of men profeſſing the 
Relig ion of Chriſt, and living under their lawful ſpiritual Govers 
worsy, Þ. 4: 

There is no doubt he intends this for the deſcription of the 
Catholick Church here on earth, as meaſured by a judgment 
of charity, and compriſing all. credible profeſlors of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Here are two charaQers to diſtinguiſh the 
Members of it, Profefing the Religion of Chriſt, and Living un- 
der lawful ſpiritual Governors. 

Now that which I chiefly Jiflike in-this deſcription is, that 
this latter mark of the Catholick Church |. Living under lawful 
Spiritual Governors| gives us a Notion: of 1t not only very obs 

are, but too »arrow. Nor does he find any ſuch mark aſlgn'd 
either in- that Text he quotes, 4 Eph. 3, 4, 5. or in that paſſage 
he cites out of St. Augu/ſtir. And "is the more neceſiary to ins 
fiſt on this, becauſe every Notion of the Catholick Church, 
which is 'too narrow, is ſo far ſchifmaticatl; for it cuts off 
thoſe from 'their relation to the 'Catholick Church who are 
members of it, and Mr. X. himſelf does afterwards apply it to 
ehat ill purpoſe. 

That this Notion of the Catholick Church is too »arrow (on 
fuppoſition Mr. X. mean no better than he ſpeaks) is hence evi- 
dent, becauſe there are many who are true members of the Ca» 
tholick Church who live under no Paſtors or ſpiritual Gover- 
ors at all, nor indeed have the opportunity to do ſo. What 
does he think of many Chriſtians that live in ſome forreign 
Plantations where they are not furniſh'd with them. Nay,.to 


propoſe an Inſtance mueh; more conſiderable. What does my 
thin 
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think of all the Proteſtants who are yet in Fraxce, and becauſe 
they will not change tbeir Religion, are conſin'd to Galleys, 
Pciſons,or Convents? Are all rheſe, by the baniſhment of their 
Miniſters; exc'uded from the Catholick Church 2 Has the 
French King's Eid fo malignant an influence as to-cuc them 
off trom the body of Chriſt, by depriving them of their law- 
ful Paſtors? If ſo,Popiſh Princes have a very formidable power, 
and Proteſtants may well dread their Fdids upon a Spiritual 
as well as Temporal account more than all the 7hunders of the 
Vatican | 

But I fear Mr. X. would ſcarce a'low the Reformed Churches 
in France to be any part of the Catholick Church if they had 
their Paſtors again : if we compare this defcription of it with 
other paſſages in his Anſwer. For this deſcription is-very ob» 
feare z, and, if I conjeure right, Mr. X's Notion of lawful ſpi- 
ritual Governors much more narrow. 

What does he mean by Lawfu! Spiritzal Governors ? Are 
they to be eſtimated ſuch by the Zaw of the Land, or by the 
Laws of the Church, or by the Law of Chriſt? 

Does he mean ſuch ſpiritual Governors as are eſtabliſht ia 
every Nation by the Authorzty of the Civil. Magiſtrate 2 If fc 
then the 4r-4a» Biſhops when eſtabliſhr by the Emperors 
their opinion were the only lawful Paſtors, and all that part of 
the people that adher'd to their Orthodox Paſtors ceaſt 10 be 
members of the Catholick Church. Then the Pops/h Clergy 
in France axe the only lawful Sp:ritmal Governors, and the Pro. 
teſtanis there are no part of the Catholick Church; bectufe they 

ſeparate from them. And ſhou'd the Popi/h Clergy be oſtablithe 
in theſe Kingdoms by Law, all that ſhou'd adhere to their Pro- 
teſtant Paſtors (even thoſe whom Myr. X. now thinks their on» 
ly lawſal ones) wou'd ceaſe to be members of the body of 


Chriſt. - $> that the ſupreme Magiſtrate might make Paſtors 


lawful or unlawful at his pleaſure, and make thoſe that are this 


month. members of the Carholick Church-ceaſe to _be fo the 


next. Bur this is a Principle I wo.'d hope fitter for Mr. Zobbs 
than for Mr. #. to delend, 
Is it then the Laws of the Church that mult determine who 
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4 
are the awful Paſtors 7 Tf this be his Notion of them (as his 
following diſcourſe wou'd incline one to think); What Church 
dues he mean, wu hoſe Laws muſt determine this great debate þ 
If the Yniverſal Chirch ? I know none can make Laws to ob- 
lige all the members of it but Chriſt himſelf, whom Mr. X, 
grants to be the only Head of ir, p.55. And how ſhou'd we 
know the ſenſe of the univerſal Church in this matter, when 
there has been no General Council theſe many hundred years, 
nay when there never was any ſuch thing at all. The largeſt 
Councils that Church-Hiſtory records, being ſummon'd by the 
Roman Em, erors, whoſe Mandates cou'd not reach the extra- 
Imperial Churches, What is this Church then w hoſe Laws or 
Jadgment.muſt determine who are lawful Paſtors ? ls it every 
National Church? If Yo, 'tis a difficult matter to know what 
that is. For unleſs Mr. #: wou'd give ſuch a ſchiſmatical No- 
tion of it, as the Papiſts give of the Catholick Church, it muſt 
include all the particular Chriſtians and particular Societies of 
ſuch-within the bounds of that Nation, who profeſs the true 
Chriſtian Religion in all its eſſentials, (tor all true Churches 
dd hot am it in equal purity), Such a National Church 
is not of divine Inſtitution, and 1s mdeed only a combination of 
Churches as united under one Civil Sovereign. Its true No- 
tion lyes not in any combination purely Eccleſtaſtical and In- 
trinfecal, but Civil and. Extrinſecal. As the true National 
Church of Enzland (unleſs we will confine the'name to a Set 
or Party}:denotes all the Churches in Erg/and as united under 
one. Xg that has a civil Supremacy 'over rhem. - But what it 
ih-the fame Nation there be a diviſion about ſome diſputable 
DoGtrine as betwixt Lutherans and Calviniſts in the dominions 
of ſeveral German Princes, or about Church-Government and 
modes.of Worſhip, &c. as in theſe Nations ? What if the ſeve- 
tal particular Churches according to theſe differences in their 
judgment fix under diffterent Paſtors ? Who are the Church 
whoſe Laws muſt decide this debate about lawful Paſtors? [s 1t 
ſuch an Aſſembly of the Clergy as our Convocation ? But what 
if both. Parties have ſuch. Aſſemblys 2 Is it that Party of the 


. Clergy which the Civi! Magiſtrate does eſtabliſh and not the 


other, 
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other, then the Civil Magiſtrate may in Germany make Both 
the Letherans and Calviniſts lawful Paſtors, and hevye both the 
Conformiſts and the Nonconformiſts, nay and awmake them at 
his pleaſure, and ſo make their Churches a-part or no part' of 
-the Catholick Church, Nay, if this be true, then 'in France 
the general Aſſembly of the Popiſh Clergy muſt determine 
who are lawful Paſtors, and were the Proteſtant Miniſters 
there now, for the people to adhere to them wou'd not only be 
wilawfel, but (»hat is worſe) ſuch a Six as would cut them off 
from the Catholick Church. And does Mr. X. really think fo 2? 
What, wou'd they ceaſe to be the ſubjets of Chriſt becauſe 
they preter thoſe Paſtors who teach his DoQrine, and admi- 
niſter his Sacraments, and diſcipline according to the Rules of 
the Goſpel, before thoſe who groſsly corr»pr them, and impoſe 
thoſe corruptions ? He muſt have a very odd underſtanding 
that can aſlent to ſo /en/z/e/s, not to ſay fo wicked, an aflertion : 
For this were no better than to ſer up a point of meer human 
Order in oppoſition to the intereſt of Truth and Holineſs, 1 
migtit here inſtance again in the 4rria» Biſhops, who had not 
only the countenance of the Emperors, but got Imperial Coun- 
cils (call'd General, as that of 4rmini and Syrmium) on their 
ſide; and according to this Principle, they were the only law- 
ful Paſtors, and thoſe that ſeparated trom them were no part 
of the Catholick Church. 

I know not how Mr #. will like theſe conſequences; But he 
cannot avoid them, unleſs he will'fay, That where there are'in 
a Nation two divided parties of - Chriſtians fixt under different 
Paſtors, thoſe are the on'y lawful Paſtors who are'on the ſide of 
Truth in the Points controverred betwixt them, whether they 
have the Civil Magiſtrates countenance or no. And if heſay this, 
*rwill follow on the other hand, that in thoſe Popiſh Kingdoms 
where there are any Proteſtant Minifters, th:y are the only 
lawful Paſtors, and the Poprſh Charches that live not under 
them no part of the Catholick Church, Nay, in thoſe parts 
of Germany where there are Lutherans and Calvinifts, if the 
Calviniſts be in the right, rhe Z«therans for ſeparating from 
the Calviniſ# Miniſters, forfeit a!l relation to the —_— 
Church, 
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Church. And to add no more, if the Non-Conformiſts be in the 
Fight in the matters debated berwix them and the Conformifs 
about Church-Government,Ec.hey aretlie only lawtul Paſtors 
and-the- Prelatical Churches no part of the Catholick C turch, 
Or laſily, Muſt the Laws of Chrift determine u ho are 'aw. 
ful Paſtors 2 then thoſe are the only lawful ſpiritusl Gover. 
nors in his Church whoſe Ofice he has inſtituted, who have all 
the Qualifications requir'd, 1 7im. 3. ch. 1 Tit. Who are 6. 
dain'd to their Office by iuch as he has entruſted the power 
of Ordination to, (where ſuch Ordination can be had) and who 
have the conſent of that Flock they rake the overſight of. jt 
theſe be the laws of Chriſt (as it were caſy to prove if that were 
denyd) then all Dioceſan Prelates muſt be caſhier'd tram the 
number of lawful Paſtors, unleſs they can prove their Office 
inſtituted by Chriſt, and ſo muſt all the Pari/b-Miniſters who 
want the Qualifications mention'd, x 7m. 3. or who are im- 
pos'd cn the people without their conſent, nay, too often 
againſt it. And if Mr, X”s Notion of the Catholick Church be 
true, then all the Churches that live under Dioceſan Prelates 
as their ſpiritual Governors, or ſuch unqualifi'd obtruded Pa- 
riſh-Miniſters, are no pert of the Catholick Church. So that if 
he retract not this new geſcription of the Catholick Church, 
"tis like to fall heavy on his own Patty ; and tecauſe I wou!d 
not be ſo uncharitable to the Church of England, as he is to 
the Churches of Diſſenters, I adviſe him the next time he un- 
dertakes to define the Catholick Church, to leave out this day- 
gerous mark of it. At leaſt he ought to apply this mark to 
the Papiſts as well as Difſenters ; whereas among, the Latin 
Queſtions; The 14th is, Whether that be a true Church which has 
not lawful Paſtors? And Mr.K.thus anſwers, It may be atrue Church, 
witneſs the Church of Rome, which has had ſo many heretical, 
ſehiſmatical, ſimoniacal ones, who were not all lawful Paſtors; But 
did there therefore ceaſe to be a Chureh at Rome? But | perceive 
this is a true mark when he would vent his ſpleen aga.nſt the 
Presbyrerian Churches at home and abroad, but a fa/{e or un- 
certain one when it would unchurch the Papiſts. The beſt of 
it is, 1t it be a true mark, the Papal and Dioceſan Churclies are 
moſt concern'd in the dangerous conſequences of it. All 
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All therefore I ſhall add on this Head, is a brief Anſwer ty 
Mr. M's Queſtion, What that Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Church is which we profeſs to believe inthe Creed ? 

Anſw. We need go no farther tor the reſolution of this Que. 
ſion, than the Text quoted by Mr. X. 4 Eph. 3, 4, 5. Only I 
muſt premiſe, that the Catholick Church in its true extent in- 
cludes the Church Triumphant as well as the Church Militant ; 
nay, all the Saints that have been, are, or ſhall be on earth 
to the end of the world ; ſee Mr. Claud's Reponſe au livre de 
Monſr:  Evelq; de Meaux, Oc. p. 7, 8, 9, Gc. Bur if we ſpeak 
of the Catholick C hurch as militant on carth, it muſt be cons 
ſidered either as meaſured by the judgment of God, which dif- 
cerns the truth of things from all hypocritical diſguiſes, or as 
meaſur'd by the judgment of humane Charity. As meaſur'd by 
the judgment of God, 'tis according to the fore-quoted Texr, 
One body or ſociety animated by one holy Spirit, having one hea- 
venly hope, ſutjefted to one Lord Jeſus, believing the ſame 16> 
vealed Doftrine as to all neceſſary Articles, and devoted by one 
Baptiſmal Covenant to one heavenly Father. This Body is call'd 
Inviſtble, or Myſtical, from that internal Fatth and Holineſs. 
which are inviſible ; and *tis alſo Yi#b/e by the external pro- 
ſeſſion of that true Faith and Holineſs. And this is that 
Church which we profeſs to believe in the Creed, in which 
alone we can expect to find the true Communion of Saints ; 
And to this Church alone all promiſes of faving Bleſſings are 4,4. 
made in the holy Scriptures, * But the Catholick Church, as judgneze 
meaſur*'d by the judgment of haman Charity, comprizes all that? everdd. 
make a credible profeſſion of Chriſtian Faith and Holineſs. ;v 4: 
For we are incapable to diſtinguiſh the true and living mem pupeſe, 
bers of the Church from thoſe that only appear to be {o. And; fu, 
theretore the Catholick Church, as eſtimated by our eharity, $: Aug: 
is more large and comprehenſive than the real Body of Chriſt./** - 
For Hypocrites are no true members of his Body, tho mixt tha fore- 
with them in the ſame external Society by their external Pros cited diſ 
ſeſſion ; or as St. John diſtinguiſhes, they. are among them, #7; 
but not of them, x: Joh: 2. v. 19. They are but '4afted Ears, Claud 
not the true Wheaz; they are members of the Church Catholick#97F. 

int 


(8) 
4n-appearaxce, not in reality. The Church: Catho'ick, as mea- 
ſur'd by our charitable judgment, is | know commonly call'd 
the Church-CatholicksViſible,a.c. the Church Catholick, as eſti- 
mated by an external or viſible profeſſion. But I wou'd chooſe 
rather for avoiding confuſion, to call it the Viſtble-Church Ca+ 
tholick mixt : For the Church Catholick in the proper ſenle, 
(as conſtituted of its living, or as the Schools ſpeak, its univo, 
cal members, real Saints) is alſo Yifib/e, becauſe its memivers 
not only believe with the heart, but confeſs with the mouth to 
ſalvation, as the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, Hom, 10. v. 10. But theſe 
real Saints do.not make up one «ſtint external ſociety by 
themſelves, but as mixt with a crowd of Hypocrites, who 
joyn with them in the ſame external proteſſion ot Chriſtianity; 
Nor are they exitly diſtinguiſhable from Hypocrites in our 
Judgment, which cannot pierce into the hearts of men, and 
only looks at the credibility of their external. profeſſion. 1f 
therefore it be enquir'd, what is the true Catholick Church ? 
We muſt anſwer, Ail. fincere Chriſtians, who are oze body or 
ſociety by their beliet of, and ſubjeion to Jeſus Chriſt their 
common Head and center of Unity. If it beenquir'd, whom 
ſhould we in charity judge to-be members of the Catholick 
Church, the Anſwer is obvious ; All that make a credible pro- 
feſſion of that Faith and that ſubjzetion. IF it be askt further, 
what is a credible profeſſion ? *cis anſwer'd, A profeſhon not 
, contradicted by notorious ignorance: of the eſſentials 'of ' Chris 
ſtianity, by. fundamental Errors, or by notorious wickedyeſs. 
And he that would. prove any particular Church or Churches, 
that call themſelves Chriſtian, to be no parts of the Catholick 
Church, muſt prove that they deny, or at leaſt do not profeſs 
ſome eſſential Article of the Chriſtian Faith, or are notoriouſly 
ungodly. (I add notoriouſly. ungod!y, becaufe ſubjeftion to 
the laws ot Chriſt is-as neceſſary to our being the true'mem- 
bers of his Church, as belief of his DoQtrine ; and conſequently 

' a credible profetiion of that ſubjeion, as requiſite to our be» 
'. inp elicemed; ſuch). And therefore D. M. has very little rea- 


orb {on to'value himſcit -upon -this Queſtion :. And the Church of 


Rome has ſo little reaton to arrogate to her. ſelf the Title of 
the 
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the Church Catholick, that a man-maſt be very charitable to 
ailow her to be a par? of it ; but no wiſe man-will alibw her 
to be any other than the moſt corrupt dnd, wnſound part of it. 
For that Church has gene ſo near towards-the. ſubverting the 
elſential truths and laws of Chriſtianity by their dangerous: 
corruptions in Dottrine, Worſhip and Practice, that it wou'd 
be the beſt ſerv:ce D. MH. can do her, to demonſtraxe clearly 
that there is a credible profetlion of C batlienjry leit, among 
thoſe that practical:y hold. a!l the Deciſions ct the Council of 
Trent, exogr. 10 recoricite that Docrine of their,Council,that 
imperfett Contrition or Attrition 45 ſafſicient to d:ſp:ſe a man for 
Abſolution in the Sacrament of Penance,Council of Trent, Sefſ.4. 
cap. 4- With that necelſary Doftrine of the Goſpel, Whout Re- 
pentance there is no Remiſſion of Sins. To reconcile the worſhip 
of the Church ot Rome with rhe ſecond Commandment, is a 
task well worthyof D. M's pains. But I hoge in many that 
live jn-the communion of the Church ot Kome, the common 
principles of Chriſtianity which rhey retain, prevail againſt 
the poy ſonous additions of Popery ; and all the DoQrines of 
that and other Councils are not practically held by them. But 
their claim to Le a part of the Church Catholick is-not:near (o 
clear and indilputable as that of the Reformed Churches, 
wlole Dottrine and Worlhip compar'd with the holy. Scrip- 
tures, evidence them to be an incomparab!y ſounder part of-it; 
tho even all the Reformed Churches arg aot equal in their 
ſoundneſs and purity. oj + ) 
This Catholick Church hath only one, univerſal, Head Jeſus: 
Chriſt, and is one Body only on the agcount of jits union with; 
and ſubjeftion to him. Nor is there any Yicarious univerſal 
Head under Chriſt to which the Government of the Church 
Catholick is committed, -whether Pope, General, Councel, or. 
Colledge of Prelates ; Nor can any ſuch humage, Head make-, 
Laws obligatory to the univerſal-Church. Eor any;topretend 
to it is an uſurpation of Chriſt's Legillative gower and. 'ris, 
chiefly on the account of that Z/arpation, and employing thar-, 
uſurped power to depiave the Church, and d:\troy its faundeſt 
members, that the Proteſtants _ call'd the Pop2 Antichriſt.” 
P-rtts 
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Particular (Charches are! the- chief” integratitg parts bf the 
Chutch'Catholick ;- ( Vipeak of .it here as meaſur'd by the 
judgrhent of 'charity). As to any of theſe particular Churches, 
if the Queſt. be, Are they a part” of the Carholick' Church - 
Tr mult be reſ51\'d by the credibility of their Chriſtian Pro- 
fefſion. If th: Queſtion be, Are they Churches regularly con- 
Nituted or organizd? "Lis n the reſo'ution of this Queit. We 
muſt confider, whicther they be a ſfociery of Chriſtians united 
under one br more ſuch Paftors as C hriſt has appointed, for 
perſonal communion in Faith, Worthip and holy living ; and 
whether their Paſtors were ta #rrgu/ar manner ſet over them. 
And here the difpuate about {awful ſpiritual Governors muſt 
come in. For that a particular Church have a lawful Paſtor, 
is not abſolutely neecflary to its being a true Church, and con- 
ſequently a true part of the Cathoiick Church (as Mr. X, him- 
felt acknowledges 1 the tore-quoted place, p. go. tho how he 
will reconcile that Conceſſion with his deſcription of the Ca» 
tholick Church, 1 do not underſtand) :*lis oniy necct{ary tg 
its being a Church regularly conſtituted, And who are ſuch 
fawtul Paſtors, there will be occaſion to diſcuſs: in anſwer to 
the 4/4 Queſt, 

The ſ:cond Queſt. is, Whether by the Church Catholick be 
meant the Church ot England alone, or the Church of Exg/and 
in commumon with other. Churches 2 

Mr.'X. welP replys,; T he Church of England is no more the 
Catholick Church, than the Britz/h Seas are the whole Ocean. 
Bur 'he does ill-to-found its being a part of the Catholick 
Church on its ſubje&ion to Catholick Biſhops, I ſuppoſe he 
means Dioceſan Biſhops. For it wou'd not ceaſe to be a part 
of the catholick Church, if it ſhou'd difown Dioceſan Frelacy, 
And if Mr.' X. think-otherwiſe, he has theſe two difficult Pro- 
poſitions to prove ; Firſt, that Jeſus Chriſt has inſtituted the 
Office bf Diocefin Prelates in his church ; and ſecondly, that 
he has made ſuck Prelates the center of catholick Unity, and 
fibj5eQion to them neceſtary to our being members of the ca- 
tholick church. Now if Mr. #, will undertake the defence of 


theſe two Propoſitions, he not only unchurches all the Re- 
| formed 
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formed Churches that want Dioteſan Prelaey, but even the 
Catholick Church it felt for a Century or two at leaſt, as I of 
fer to evince, it Mr. X. pleaſe to demand it, For communion 
with other Churches, it muſt be underſtood in the eflentials of 
Chriſtian Religion ; for it can ſcarce be expetted' in all its zx- 
tegrals in this imperfett ſtate, bat much {efs' in unneceſſary hu« 
mane additions to Chriſttanity': And we miſt not confound come 
munion with ſubjefion ; the former may be due where the latter 
is not. © 
The third Queſt. is, Witt what other Church does : the 
Church of Ergiand communicate, jn Sacraments and Liturgy # 
Mr, F. weil anfwers; That Z/nity in Liturgy is no'partof 
communion of Churches ; and that the Church of land 
(and had his charity been wide enough,'he might fafely have 
added alſo, the Charches cal 'd Presbyterian and [/ndependent) is 
united with all other Chriſtians 4n the participation of che 
ſame Sacraments: And I doubt not the Presbyr. and Zadep. 
Churches adminiſter them as agreeably to: our-Saviours Inſt 
tution as any other. / I come therefore'to'the -* il 
4th. Qaeſt. Whether by the'Catholick-Church be meant the 
variety ot all Proteſtants, fince they” want her'effential mark, 
Unity 2 | ? | 
Before I conſider Mr. #'s anſwer to the Qugſt. I ſhall «fer 
one that is very obvious, and (I doubt not) more agreeable to 
= temper of every true Catholick and charitable Chri 
an, viz. '\ 1 1 824 
Thar all the Reformed Churehes whoſe publick Confefions 
of Faith are extant, are true parts-of \the Catholick Church; 
tho ſome of therm may'be more, others leG pure and uneor- 
rupted. ( Of Qzaters we can make no judgment, becauſe we 
know not what their ( /pinions are, and *tis well if thicy do f6 
themſelves. For Fifth- Monarchy men, I know' no diſtin&t Chur> 
ches conſtituted ofithem ; and if they hold' fo other Notion 
of a Fifth Monarchy than' the" learned"'Mr.' Mede6n (the Rey. 
ſfeems:inclin'd to believe, I hope'Mr.'#. will n6t think" it incom 
ſiſtent with-ſalvation.?) LOT "20479 RICHITTEG LF) 
IE:D.M. ask where is the: eſſential wart of the *Churchi Ex- 
| C 2 tholick, 
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tholick, viz. Vnity among the Epiſcopal, Presbyt, Indep. and 
Anabapt. Churches ? 

Anſw. What Z/ity does he mean ? If an Unity in the eſſen- 
tia's of Chriſtian; Faith and Holineſs, let him name me one of 
theſe Churches that denys any eſſential Article of the Chriſtian 
Religion, or one Precept of the moral Law ; nay, or one eſſen- 
tial part of Divine Worſhip,as Praiſe, Prayer, Preaching; or one 
Sacrament inſtiruted by Jeſus Chriſt. For tho the Aabapriſts 
deny the Baptizing of Intants, yet they do not deny Baptiim it. 
ſelf; and however I may judge them miſlaker in that point, I 
ſhould think him more dangerouſly miſtaken that ſhould on 
the account of their Error: in ſa intricate a controverſy con- 
demn them as-no;part of the Catholick Church. I will not pa- 
tronize all the irregularities that may be objeed in ſome of 
theſe Churches, but = charity does oblige me to add, that they 
are not ſuch as invalidate the credibility of their Chri/tian Prez 
fe/ion, nor the thouſandth part ſo grofs as the corruptions of 
the Greek and Roman Churches. | 

Or does Mr. M4. mean by Catholick Unity, an Zz:ty in art 
humane univerſal - Head of 'the Church, as Pope or Council? 
This-is no better than an Znz/ty in owning: a groſs Uſurper 
that invades the Prerogatives of our blelled Lord, the on'y 
Head of his Church, that claims an univerſal power over his 
Churcb, without any commiſſion from him. Or does he mean, 
an Unity in all the Errors, Idolatry, Superſtition, and corrupt 
praCtices that have by degrees crept into the Church, and over- 
run'any conſiderable part of it? I hope he. will not make this the 
mark of the Catholick Church's Vnity, no more than he wou'd 
make mens diſeaſes a mark of their #»ity in the humane nature, 
This is an Vaity to be avoided, not courted or defir'd. Or 
does he mean an nity in humane unneceſſary Canons that ſball 
reduce. all Chriſtians to an exact uniformity in the external 
modes of Religion? This is an Uaity;never to be effected, but 
cither by, reducing mens - judgments to an uniformity about 
thoſe matters, or by forcing.them to camply with what their 
judgments condemn. The former is morally impoſſible, cons 
Gderiog the difterent degrees of out kaowledge in this —_ 
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fect Nate on carth ; and one might as wiſely attempt to bring 


, all Nations to alfe& the ſame civi' cultoms,ceremonies, or garb. 


The /atter 1s a lording it over God's heritage, and exerciſing a 
dominien over the Faith of Chriftians in the higeſt degree,which 
the Apoſtles themſelves diſc'aim and forbid, 2 Cor, 1. 24.. 2 Pets 
5. 3. An uniformity in humane rites 1s Ro unity preſcrib'd in 
the word of God ; and conſequently not neceſſary to the cons» 
{litution of the Catho'ick Charch. The laws of Chriſt, which 
a'one are obligatory to the Catholick Church, have made ſufs 
ficient proviſion ſor its Unity as far as 'tis attainable on earth; 
(tor perfe&t Unity is the effect of the perfc light and love of 
Heaven). And for any ſingle perſon, or colleQtive body of 
Paſtors to pretcribe other terms of Unity. to the Catholick 
Church than Chriſt has done, is not only an uſurpation of his 
legiſlative power, but one of the moſt efteual methods that 
Hell has found out to raiſe Schiſms and Divifions in it, and 
thereby to deſtroy Chriſtian love. And he that knows nor 
how fatal an Engine the needleſs and corrupt impofitions. of 
ambitious Prelates and their Councils have been above theſe 
1300 years to deprave and tear the Chriſtian Church, under 
pretence of reducing, it to an impoſſible Uniformity, is either a 
ſtranger to Church Hiſtory, or has too deep a tinure of that 
wretched pride and ignorance that has animated imperious 
Patriarchs and Popes. 

I proceed now to conſider Mr. X's Anſwer to D. M's Queſt. 
which I ſhall tranſcribe at large. ww 

Neither are all Proteſtants Catholick Members of the Church, 
nor they only. Thoſe among Proteſtants that:embrace the Cathe« 
lick Faith, and make no ſeparation from their Jawſul Goverzors, 
and that live in Unity of Faith and Charity with their neigh» 
bour Churches, are catholick members; and have that unity which 
is efſential to the catholick church. But theſe are not. to be con” 
founded with Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptills, Fifth- 
monarchy men, Quakers, Tc. ſince theſe have ſeparated themſelves 
from their lawful Governors, as much as Mr: M. himſelf; though. 
their crime be leſs than his ; as he is leſs guilty that makes a res 
belhon, than he who joyns with a Forreigner to enſlave his coun- 
trey. I did 
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I did not expett a-man of Mr. #'s abilities cou'd have be- 
traid fo much 7gxorance or wicharitableneſr, or both, in anſwers + 
ing ſo eaſy a Queſtion. If the Difſenters be guilty of Schiſm, 
T am ſure 'tis not ha'f fo groſs and pa!pab'e as what this or:2 
Paragraph contains, nor ſo oppoſite to true chriſtian love. 

Mr. X. who charges D. 7: for taiking of things without 
clearing them, would do well to take his own advice. *Tis 
hard to imagine what he means by Carholick member's of the 
Church. Does he mean the ſame by ir, as members of the cas 
tholtck church, or no ? 

It he do not, what fignifics his Anſwer to D. M's Queſtion, 
which was, Whether the church catholick contain all the wariety 
of Proteſtants who want her eſſential mark, viz. Unity 2 Nay, 
why does he affert thoſe Proteſtants o»1y, whom he here des 
fcribes to have that Unity which is e/2ntia/ to the Catholick 
Church ? For none can be members of the Catholick Church, 
but ſuch as are united with their fellow members in thoſe 
things which eſentialy confiitute them oxe Church or Body, 
Catholick members of the Church is no very proper expreſſion, 
tis like rota! parts, and can have no tolerable ſenſe diſtin 
from that plainer expreſſion, Members of the catholick church: 
If Mr. X. make any diſtinftion betwixt theſe two phraſes, it 
muſt be founded on the ſuppoſition of ſome vicarious Head of 
Unity to the Catholick Church, which we condemn the Church 
of Rome for ſetting up, and Mr. X. himſelf ſeems. to diſown, 
P. 55. Nor wou'd that Zypothefeis it felt juſtify the diſtinEion; 
becauſe if Chriſt have made any Vicarious Head or center of 
Unity to the Catholick Church, we cou'd not be united to him 
as his members without union with that Vicarious Head. - So 
that to be Catholick members of the Church, and members 
of the Catholick Church, are the ſame thing. 

And if Mr: X, uſe that expreſſion in this ſenſe, let us conſider 
4 litcle rhe defcription he gives of thoſe who are Catholick 
members of the Church. Here are three charaRers to know 
rhem'by ;' Their embracing the catholick Faith, their making no 
ſeparation from their lawful Governors, their living in charity 
with their neighbour churches: | * 
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The firſt is, Fmbracing the Catholick Faith (ind he ſhou'd 
have added, Profeſiing carholick holineſs of life). For this chas 
r:Rer 'tis undeniable, and I hope Mr. X. will not exclude any 
of the foremention:d Proteſtant Churches from being Catho- 
lick members of the Church on this ſcore. 

The'two latter Mr. X. himſelf wil find too dangerous and 
too ſchilmatical to own upon ſecond thoughts. 

For from the third, viz, living in charity with their neigh» 
lour churches, | inter ; 

1/t. That this character does exclude all the Papiſts from 
being catholick members of the Church ; for they are fo far 
from living in charity with their neighbour Churches, that 
their 7rent-creed does aflert its Articles to be that catholick 
Faith without which no man can be ſaved, and conſequently 
damns all the Churches in the world beſides their own. 

2. On ſuppoſition the Retormsd Churches abroad which 
have not Dioceſan Biſhops, be true C hurches, this character exe 
cludes all thole of the Church of E-gland from being catholick 
memvers of the Ciurch, who do, with Mr. Dodwel unchurch 
all thoſe Retormed Churches that want Prelatical Ordination. 
For to unchurch them, 1s not to /zve in charity with them. 

3. If the Churches of the Presbyr. and Indep. here be true 
Churches, (as I ſhail in this Paper evince they are), then Mr.F. 
and all that are of his mind, are no catholick members of the 
Church, becaufe they live not in charity with their neighbour 
Churches. (And [ hope there is not the ieſs charity due to 
them tor being of the ſame countrey or Narion) : for Mr. FX. 
makes ſubjection to lawtul Paſtors a mark of the members of 
the catholick Church, p. 4. and declares the Presbye. Oc. de- 
ſtiture of that mark, p. 6. And conſequently denys them to be 
members of the catholck church,*which 1s the hizheſt breach 
of charity imaginable. And whar it the Presbyr. ſhou d treat 
Mr. X. according to his own principle, and declare him no ca- 
tholick member, becauſe he lives not in charity with them ? 
They. would but uſe his own weapons againſt himſelf. But 
(however they have been miſrepreſented) they are not of that 
ſchiſmatical humour as ſome are, who have- long made a loud: 
outcry againſt Schiſm, 4, Nay,. 
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4. Nay, if this character be true, then in all thofe conterg 
tions that have happen'd in the Churci where the contending 
Parties have Lecn fo uncharitai-le as to excommunicate one 
another' tho ſometimes aLout meer rifles; the one Party or 
both have ceaſt to be catholick members of the church. And 
ſo w hen Pope Yor excommunicaied the Eaftern churches for 
not keeping # after on the lame day with hum, He and ail that 


joyn'd with him ceaſt to be catholick members of the church, 


And if to be catholick member; of the Church, and members of 
the catholick Church be the lame » hat a valt part of the chri- 
{tian worid has been unchurch d 11 every age by the unchari- 


. table cenſures of proud cuntentious |'relates ! 


[ ſuppoſe Mr. X. never conſidered thele :conſequences, or 


elſe he wou'd never have made living in charity with neigh- 
bour Churches a neceſſary mark oft the catholick members of 
the Church. As it the legetimate children of the fame Father 


might not in at! angry mood call one another Baſtards, or the 


ſubzes of-the ſame King in a pieviſh humour nickname their 


fellow ſubje&ts Rebells without any juſt cauſe. I am ſure, the 
Presbyterian Charches both at home and abroad are the leaſt 
concern'd.in this charaQter ; for they have never unchurcht the 
Prelatical Churches, even when they have met with the moſt 
harſh and unreaſonable treatment from them. 

But Mr. X. has given us another character to diſtinguiſh the 
Catholick members ot the Church by, which he imagines will 
exclude all the Presbyterians, Independents, &c, from that.num- 
ber, v7z. ' 

That they are ſuch as mate no ſeparation from their lawful 
Governors. 

All this is founded on his ſchiſmatical mark of the catholick 
Church, wiz. That its members live under their lawful ſpiritual 
Governors. Here therefore all thoſe difficulties occur about the 
meaning of lawful ſpiritual Governors which were propos'd, 
P: 3, 4, 5:6, 7. And which ſenſe ſoever Mr. #, chooſes, he will 
find it does oblige him to unchurch a great part of the Cathc- 
lick Church, 7. e. to. be a ſchiſmatick oft the worſt ſort. And if 
the laws of Chriſt muſt determine the debate, he-will give the 
Dit. 
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D:ſenters ſuch an Argument againſt Prelatical Churches be- 
ing members of the Catholick, as he will never be able to'ans 
ſwer: And Mr. Baxter's Treatiſe, which proves the unlawfub 
neſs of Dioceſan Prelacy, has, according to Mr. X. done what 
that charitable man never intended, unchurcht all our Dioceſan 
Churches,and caſhterd them from being any part of the Church» 
Catholick. 

There is no doubt but unjuſt ſeparation from any lawful ſpi- 
ritual Governors is a ſinful pratice : And particular Churches 
gather'd by ſuch a fintul ſeparation, are not gather'd in a're- 
gular way. And therefore an unjuſt violation of due Order, is 
all that Mr. FX can juſlly pretend to charge the Presbyterians 
and /ridependents with, and perhaps will find it a more difficult 
task than he imagines, to make good that charge. 

And therefore to clear this matter, let me premiſe ; Partis 
cular Churches are the chief integrating parts of the Church. 
Catholick. Theſe Churches confiſt of one or more Paſtors, and 
a Chriſtian Flock aſſociated under his or their overſight for 
perſonal communion in Faith, Worſhip, and holy living, Theſe 
Churches'are obliged by the very diQates of the light of na- 
ture, and general rules of the holy Scripture, to endeavour the 
preſervation of all neceſſary Unity, by the amicable conſultati- 
ons of their aſſociated Paſtors. The judgment of ſuch 'afſocis 
ated Paſtors ſhould be ſubmitted to-by. the people under their 
care, when *tis not repugnant to the Word ot God, and con- 
trary to the intereſt of Religion. But the people do not owe 
them a #1:nd obedience, nor have ſuch Paſtors any power but 
for edification. Mach leſs can ſuch Biſhops/pretend to an higher 
power, whoſe very Office Chriſt never inſtituted, whoſe pre« 
tended relation to their Diocelſs is not founded on the peoples 
conſent to it ; and if ſuch Biſhops ſhould claim the ſole power 
of Church-Government in a Nation, and exerciſe it againſt rhe 
will of Chriſt to the n-torious detriment of ſou's, (as by unjuſt 

ſilencing of faithful Paſtors when their labours are highly con- 

ducive to the Churches good, by impoſing on the people ſinful 
conditions cf Church- communion, by obtruding unqualifi'd 

Paſtors on the people againſt _ conſent, Sc.) To _— 
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from ſuch Biſhops ſo far as to diſobey theſe unjuſt commands, 
is no ſeparation from our lawful Governors ; and is no more a 
Rebell;on in the Church, than "tis a Rebellion in the State to dif. 
obey cne that uſarps a Power he never receiv'd fram the King, 
and which he excrciles againſt the laws and intereſt of the 
Kingdom. 

And therefore I would propoſe theſe two Queſtions to 
Mr. XK. in r« ference to this Hcad. 

Q. i. Oa ſuppoſition the Presbyt's and Tndep's have made 
an unjuſt ſeparation from their lawſul Governors w hom they. 
ſhould have ſubmitted to, Whether this be ſuch a crime as will 
exclude them from being Catholick members of the Church ? 

To reſolve that, We muſt conſider the nature of their ſepa- 
ration. Their Miniſters ſeparate from the Biſhops, z. e. they 
are not willing to obey them in what they account a fin- 
ful and dangerous uſurpation, wz. the aſſuming the ſole power 
of Church-Government, and depriving the Paſtors of particu- 
lar Churches of an eſſ-ntial part of their Oſfice, ard ſuſpending 
them unjuſtly, Their people ſeparate from the Pariſh- Minis 
ſers, but 'tis not by diſowning them, as no true Miniſters, but 
by refuſing to receive them as theirs, becauſe they judge 
they have a right to chooſe a Phyſician for their Sou!s 
as well as for the:r Bodies ; and therefore think not themſelves 
bound to ac4uieſce in the Patrons or Biſhops choice, when con- 
trary to their own edification ; eſpecially when there arc terms 
of Pariſh-communiog impos'd , to ſome «»/awſu/, to others 
greatly /x/pefted; and all true Churcl-diſcipline is caſt out or 
negleted; They ſeparate not from the conforming Churches 
as no true Churches, but as preferring the ordinary commu- 
nion of purer ; becauſe they judge the laws about Parith-order 
do not oblige, when injurious to the intereſt of Religion and 
Souls. Now ſuppoſe them miſtaken in theſe matters through 
the weakneſs of their judgment ; will this fort of ſeparation 
make them ceaſe to be Catholick members of the Church? *Tis 
not a ſeparation from any thing Chri/t has made neceſſary to 
the unity of his Church, 'tis only a ſeparation from ſome hu- 
mane order, which they gare not comply with, becauſe rhey 
appre- 
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apprehend it contrary to the laws of Chriſt, Andis this to be 
coimpar'd to a Rebellion in the State? (as he is pleas'd to do, 
þ- 6+) Is the convocation, Chrift 2 or their Canons equally ob- 
ligatory as hs laws? or do thoſe that diſobey the Canons ol the 
Convocation, becauſe they judge them oppoſite to the laws of 
Chriſt, renounce their Allegiance to him as the Head of his 
Church ? Are their Canons even about things they call znud:f- 
ferent, as neceſliry to be obey'd, as the undoubted Rules of the 
Goſpel, by all that wou'd be Catholick members of the Church, 
when thoſe tht are requir'd to obey them, fear the things 
commanded are unla wiul 2 When I read ſuch expreſſions as this 
about Charch-Rebe/lion, 1 cannot but lament the effes ot hu- 
mane ignerance and pride, and obſerve in ſuch as Mr. X. ſome 
degrees of that ſpirit rhat has acted Papal Councils, who made 
no ſcruple of treating all that would not pay them a blind obe- 
dience with ſuc! charaRters as theſe. And I know no better 
way to convince Mr. X. of the folly of this Principle I am op-: 
poſing, than by ſhewing him how pernicious the conſequences 
of ir are to his own Party. 

For if this ſort of Schiſm which he ſuppoſes the Diſſenters 
gui'ty of, prove them to be no C atholick members of the 
Church, then ſure more heinous Schiſm will prove thoſe to be 
in the ſame condition who are gui'ty of it. Greater Schiſm is 
more Oppoſite to Carholick Unity than leſſer. But the Pre- 
lates are guilty of more Þeinous Schiſm than this of the Dif 
ſenters (ſuppoſing it to be Schiſm\; and conſequently if Mr.&*s 
principle be true, are no Cathotick members of the Church. 
That the Prelates are gui'ty of more heinous Schiſm, I offer 
this Argument to evince. Thoſe who impoſe unneceſſary and 
and doubtful terms of Church-Commun on, nay, who x 1 
many thouſands of true Chriitians ipſo fatto excommunicated, 
are greater Schiſmaticks than thoſe, who only ſeruple thoſe 
terms, tho through miſtake, and who unchurch . not thoſe 
Churches which they ore thus forc'] ts ſeparate from. For the 
Schiſm of the /mpoſers is more voluntary and curable by for- 
bearing to preſcribe ſuch terms of Communion 25 are more likely 
to prove engines of Diviſion; Ihe Schiſm of the Refuſers 1s 
AD z more 
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more voluntary, and in doubtful caſes often incurable. Ang 
'ts m-re oppoſite to Chriſtian Love to excommunicite thous 
ſands of ſincere C hriſitans, than *tis to preicr thoſe Churches 
which we upon the beſt enquiry judge more pure betere thoſe 
that {rem more corrupt without unchurching them ; e ven tho 
in ſo doing we ſh: uld be guilty of ſome Lreach of the Chur. 
ches peace, by vio-ating a tuleral le humane o:der: So that 
all Mr. X. will gain by exc uding Dſſenter s from the Catholick 
Church on the account of their Schiſm, will be, That Ly the 
ſame reaſon, our Convocation were no Catholick members Ut ut ; 
and if ſo, I am ſure they are no lawful Governors in it. 

For what I have here aſſerted, that the Convocation have cxs 
communicated thouſands of ſincere Chriſtians, and tha 7/0 fa» 
&o, 1 appeal to their Canons, and to the conſciences ot any that 
peruſe them, and know the Nonconformi/ts in theſe Kingdoms, 
tew whereof are not by ſome of theſe Canons ipſo fatto excom- 
municated. See Mr. Baxter's Engliſh Schiſmat.ck detefed, 
who from p 42. to the 50h. recites the particular Canons. 

Nay, if all that are guilty of equal Schiſm with that ot the 
Diſſenters (luppoſing them guilty) be no Catholick members of 
the Church, I fear therc are few ſuch in the World. Sure the 
Schiſm of the Papi/ts is of a more monſtrous nature, who un- 
church all the Churches on earth beſides themſelves. And the 
Greeks pay them in the ſame coyn. And if other of the Ea- 
fern Churches do 'not unchurch one another, they have loſt 
their old wont. What dreadſul work Counci's have made in 
hereticating and unchurching one another upon very unyullift- 
able grounds, fi''s up both pages in Churc h- Hiftory. And as 
ſuch were more heinous Schiſmaticks than thoſe that are guilty 
only of paſſive ſeparation, (i. e. ſeparation occaſion'd by mens 
ſcrup'ing the lawtulnefs of ſome humane Canons) ; ſo according 
to this notion,they were no Catholick members of the Church : 
And at this ſerſelefs rate we may ſoon reduce the Catholick 
Church to a ſnall compaſs. And what would become even 
of the Chriſtian World, if the compaſſions of our bleſſed Lord 
were as narrow as the charity of ſuch cenſorious Chriſti 
ans, 

The 
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The 24. ze. I wou'd propoſe to Mr. X. is, 

Upon what grounds does he aſſert that the Presbyterians, I 
dependents, &c. have made a ſeyaration from their lawful ſpirit 
tual Governors ? 

1 his Queſt. relates to the regular conſtitution of their Chur- 
ches ; Wh» chen are th. /awfal Pajtors of thete Presbyterians, 
Gc. trom whom they have 1c paratcd 2 Does he mean the Br 
Il, 3, Or the Pariſh Minifters ? 

if che 5-/hops, they muſt be conſider'd either as the King's 
Officers, to execute that civil power which he has circa ſacra ; 
Anu fo the Presbyrerzans ſulmur to them, and ſeparate nor 
from them ; Or tliecy muſt be conſider'd as Chriſfts Officers; to 
exc: cile that ſpiritual power which his Charter gives ; and as 
ſuch, the Presbyterzians are very ready to ſubmit to rhem, when 
they have prov'd the divine Right of their Office: Or they muſt 
be conſidec'd as the Churches Offcers ; and if fo; 'tis requiſie,that 
Church thould obey them, who aſſign them . their: Offiee,'' of 
conſent to be-their ſalyze&s ; not thoſe: who account: their OE 
fice a ſinful ulurpation, and are the more unwiting to become 
theur SubjeQs,. becauſe they cannot be fo without complying 
with ſiatul Impoſitions, and even approving their ufurpation: 
And that any Church may lawfully. cooſtitute new' Officers 
whom Chriſt never appointed, ana ſuiye& his undoubted Ofs 
ficers to their Authority, eſpecially ſuch as Dioceſan Prelates, 
who by engroſſing the power of the Keys, render © hurchs 
d:{:ipline impraQticable, is a propoſition Mr. FX. will hardly 
prove. 

If the Pariſt= Miniſters be the lawful Governors they ſeparate 
from, I wou'd willingly know how they come to be the laws 
ful Governors or Paſtors to thoſe that conſent not to their Pas 
ſtoral relation, and have ſufficient reaſons why they do not ? 
Will Mr. X. ſay, that all perſons ought to commit the condu&t 
of their Souls to that Miniſter whom the Biſhops or Patron 
clooſes 2 and that 'tis ſinful ſeparation not to do ſo? I wou'd 
then enquire ; What does he think of thoſe Pariſhes that are ſo 
large, that ſcarce the tenth part of the people can enjoy the la- 
bours of the Pariſh- Miniſters, as Stepnzy, Giles, Martins, and 
Cripples 
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Cripplegate Pariſhes un London, which have one with another 
30090 or 40000 ſouls in each of them 2 Does he think ian un- 
lawful ſeparation for that part ot the people that cannot have 
room in the Pariſh-Churches, to attend the Miniſtrations of 
other pious and judicious Paſtors? Is this ſuch a ſeparation too 
as will exclude them from the Catho'ick Church 2 To aflert 
t'iis, is to preter a point of humane order (or rather diſorder) 
about Parith-bounds b: lore the ſalv.ition of ſouls ; and in efteR 
to ſay, that *rwere better al! thoſe peop e ſhould want the or- 
dinary means of. falvation,and live like Pagans or Atheiſts with- 
out any publick: worſhip of God, than ſuch a point of Church- 
ordpr. be violated. And it any can believe al) this,'tis very much 
to be doubted whether they know what /ou/s and their /alvatioy 
are. 

Again, What does Mr. X. think of ſuch Pariſh-Miniſters as 
want the neceſſary. qua'ifications, ſuch as are notoriouſly igno- 
rant, of {candaloufly wicked 2 Do-thoſe in their Pariſhes, who 
after having; Joughe redreſs-in vain, chooſe other-Mirliſters of 
eminent learning. and ho'ineſs, make a ſinful ſeparation, even 
ſuch/as ww argue thent no Catholick members of the Church - 
Ii he fay this,, he ſtill prefers a meer point of humane order 
before the end! of it, the ed1jrcation of ſouls; and had rather ha- 
zird their damnation, than have a ſcandalous Pariſh Miniſter 
diſown'd, whoſe Lite is more likely to debauch, than his Do- 
cine ro reform his Hearers, 

I might infift on many ſuch Queſtions as theſe; but becauſe 
Mr. X. has not theught fit to give us any reaſon why he takes 
the Parith-Miniſters for the only awful Governors, even to 
thoſe Noxcorſormiſts that conſent not to their paſtoral relation, 
T tha'l tr their vindication offer this argument, to prove that 
the Nonconformiſts live under their lawful ſpiritual Governors or 
Pajt rs, and conſequently make no ſeparation from them. 

[ wiltance in the Presbyterians ; 

T hoſe are the lawful ſpiritual Governors of particular Chriſtian 
Flicks or Charches, who have all the qualifications requiſite, a va» 
1:4 Ordination, the conſent of thoſe Churches, and who in taking 


the overfight of them violate no law of God, nor any juſt law of 
Wan, But 
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But ſuch are the Paſtors of the Presbyterian Churches in thefe 
Kingdoms ; E. they are the lawful Paſtors of thoſe Churches. © 
1 he minor Prop. a'one needs proof ijz. That: the Paſtars of 
the Presbyr. Churches are ſuch as are here deſcrib'd. | © F 
For their Qualifications, and the conſent of the people; that is 
matter of fa&, concerning which, they may ſatety 'appeal to 
thoſe that know them: i n'y I would here ſugyeſt, that aicon- 
ſiderable number of Miniſters who preſcribe various difficult 
exerciſes to a Candidate for the trial of his abilities, are as like- 
ly to jidge of them as one ſingle Biſhop, whouſually.cotnmits 
the examination of them to his Chaplin.” For-che vatrdity of 
their Ordination, 1 undertake ts makethat good-in anſwer to 
the Queſtions about Mrſior, * The only doubr'then-remaining 
is, Whether theſe Paſtors in taking-the overſightrof their Flacks, 
do violate any law of God, or anyjulF Jaw of Man: 

1, For the laws of God, 1 eatinot underſtand-any that they 
ſhould be ſippoſed*to violare;"burreither 7har bwithas, rajayns 
us to obey Superiors, or ſuch'as enjoys! tht'\preſtruatios ofithe 
Churches peace, © Oo TION en odpaacs io. wills: 

For the former, it fal's'in with what\@oubtmayariſc.eoncer- 
ning the Jaws of men. "OT Bf AND MYA n oh fas 

For the ater, the: precepts of 'God which (concern -the 
Churches peace, I need only fay theſe rwo things to clear then 
from the luſpicion of violating then. 2412) 94] | 

1. That the great duties recommentied\in theholy Scriptures 
in order to the. preſervation of the Churchet flentey are\lg\mutual 
forbearance in things indifferent, and 'a' charitable judoment of 
each other in leſſer differences. & ic WE: 

This is evident from the 14th Chapt. of the'Ep. to the Row. 
to the 17h wer. of the 157h. where theſe durics -are at large 
preſt from great varicty of 7opicks,'and urg'd.on thoſe that 
had Paſtors among them. And to fay, this great Rule ony 
oblig'd Chriſtians to theſe duties till the Clergy had determin'd 
thoſe zudiferent things, and by their 3mpoſing them, caſt out all 
Diſſenters, is too like the confidence of thoſe Gent/emen who 
own Chriſt inſtituted the Communion in both kinds. But 
te'l us his Inſtitution obliges nor, now the Church has pleas'd 
to 
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to command it ſhall be otherwiſe. And I do appeal to any im- 
partial judg, whether the Convocation or the Presbyterians have 
better" obterv'd this greac Rule that concerns the Churches 
peace ; Bur, 

2. No Law of God enjoyns us to do any thing ſinful for the 
Churches peace. 

But for the Paſtors of the pres!.yterian churches to deſert 
their miniſterial Office whea never juli'y torbidden, and when 
their labours were highly conducive to the Intereſt of Religion 
and the Salvation: of ſouls, were /inf!. Methioks thoſe Men 
that are ſo zealous 'to exclaim againſt all alienation of church. 
lands and utenſils as Sacriledg and a very horrid fin, ſhou'd ſee 
ſomthing equally hainous it not more fo, .1q mens alienating 
thoſe excellentgifts God hasendued them with for the Churches 
Edification, when never juſtly .torbidden the exerciſe of that 
Minittery to which they are devoted. They who are juſtly 
call'd to:that office by me», are cali'd by Chri/t, and are bound 
ro: be true-and' faithful to bim. . And where there is a trus ne- 
ceſlity of their labours, they may anſwer their umuſt ſilencers, 
as Peter & John did; Ads 4.19 Whether it be right in the fight of 
God to hearken unto you more than unts God, judg ye.Timothy,who 
was 'ordain'd 'by men, yet has that folemncharge given him, 2 
Tim. 4.1,2.that is ſufficient to Ceter Miniſters from denying their 
Lord the ſervice they have vow'd him, to pleaſe the urjuſt will 
of men. . I know but one caſe that.wil! excuſe a Miniſter un- 
juſtly filenc'd in forbearing the-cxerciſe of his Miniſtry, 4. 
when there is no neceſſity of his labours, and the exerciſc of 
his Miniſtry would by violating pub'ick order do more hurt 
than good in his preſent circumſtances. But *ris too evident, 
this was not the caſe of thoſe 2coo Miniſters fi'enc'd by the 
Ad of Uniformity. To that purpoſe, Ict the conſequences of 
their continuing or forbearing their Miniſtry be compar'd, What 
was the inconvenience of their Preaching more than this, that 
a point of humane order was violated ; ſome needleſs impoſt- 
tions (to ſpeak the mildceſt) not comply'd with, (which were 
deſign'd to promote an iumpraRticable unitormity, but were 
more likely to prove engines of corrupting and dividing the 
Church); 
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Church); and the unjuſt will of the Silencers diſobey'd.'What 
was the advantage of the:r continuing their Miniflry 2 Tt may 
be juſtly ſaid to the honour of God, that many thouſands of 
ignorant ſou's have deen inſlruted in tlie truths of the Goſe 
pel, and by true converſion or repentance added to the tum- 
ber. of Chriſt's myſtical body ; the honour of Chriſtianity has 
Lcen promoted by the purity of their ſocieties through the 
ſaithful exerciſe of Church-cifciplice ; the ſerious practice of 
Religion has bcen more cffectually maintain'd in a profane and 
debauched age ; And ( what I wou'd chiefly recommend to 
your conſiderztion) a vaſt number of ſouls have erjoy'd the ſu- 
table and ſuccesful means of their Edification and Salvation, 
who cither through the irregularity of Pariſh-bounds, or 
through their own ſcruples about the terms of Parith-commu- 
nion, muſt elſe have wanted them or through the ill proviſion 
of Pariſh- Miniſters muſt have fat under ſuch Paſtors as no man 
cancern'd for his own :ternal happineſs ſhould be ſatisfied with 
where he may have better. For the truth of theſe things, the: 
ſilenced Minilters may freeiy appeal to thoſe that know them, 
and have any ſerious ſenſe of thele matters. But-they will:nor 
much regard the judgment of thole who think there is no need- 
of any other converſion than from the external profeſſion of a 
falſe Religion to the proleſſion of a true ; And no Regenera- 
tion Lut external Baptiſm, who account all ſufficiently qualified 
to take a paſtoral charge of ſouls who have got "into holy, Or- : 
ders ; and think the peop'e bound in complaiſance ' tothe Pa- 
tron, or the Biſhop to acquicſce in rheir choice, tho.it deprive 
them of the moſt probable means of their ſalvation, and-oblige” 
them to ſit under thoſe as their Paſtors, from whoſe Jabours' 
little ſucces can be rationally expe&ed. But for ſuch as under-. 
lard the real neceſſities and value of ſouls ; and know how 
much the ſucceſs of Miniſters does ordinarily depend on their 
moral aptitude and abilities for that ſacred Office'; and-have- 
learnt to prefer the Edification and Salvation of Souls -before 
external order, when inconſiſtent with it : Let them judge, 
whether the foreſaid Miniſters had not ſinned, had they in hiſs 
circumſtances deſerted their a x and denied their yy -- 
thoſe 
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thoſe thit needed, and carrieſtly crav'd it? 7. e. Whether it were 
better that in our large Pariſh=Churches thouſands ſhould live 
without any publick worſhip of God, or means of ſalvation; 
Or tht al! who ſcruple the impoſed conditions of lay-com- 
munion ſhou'd live without Paſtors till they can change their 
judgment ; Or that the people in a vaſt number of Pariſhes 
ſhould live under ſuch as their Paſtors as no ſerious Chriſtian 
wou'd commit the condudt of his foul to, where he may have 
better ; Or that irreligion ſhould prevail through the total negs 
le& of Church- Diſcipline: In a word, whether it were better 
2ll the ſouls whom rhe Nonconformiſt's Miniſtry has been the 
Inſtrument within rheſe z5 years to enlighten, ſanftify, and 
prepare for Heaven, had never enjoy'd their Jabours, than the 
external order of Pariſh-bounds ſhould be violated, and the 
ſaſpeced impoſitions (of things own'd by the Impoſers for 
indiffcrenc) diſotey d ? 

Now if it were ſinful for the filenc'd Miniſters to deſert their 
office in ſuch circumſtances, becauſe of an unjuſt prohibition ; 
then no law of God that concerns the Churches peace, does ob 
lige them to it. And' that they were unjuſtly prohibited the 
excrciſe of their office, belongs to the next Head. 

2. The foreſaid Miniſters do in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry 
violate no juſt law of man. 

The hamane Law which they violate, enjoyns ſuch condi- 
tions of their office as theſe among others. 

1. A Declaration »f unſeigned Aſext and. Conſent to all things 
contained in and preſcribed by the Book entituled the Book of 
CommonsPrayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and other 
Rites and Ceremonies, @c. and in the form and manner of mas 
king, Ordaining, and Conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts and | Dea- 
CONS. | 

z. The Oxford Oath, er ſwearing never to endeavenr any al- 
teration of the preſent ChurchsGovernment. | 

"2: Reordination' as to theſe that' had not Prelatigal Ordinas 
ton. 

4. The Oath of Canonical Obedience, We. 

Now if theſe conditions of the Miniſtry be finful, rod 

mY BIacly 
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gladly know Whether any humane ſaw be juſt, that forbids the 
Mimttcrs of our Lord Jeſus to preach his Goſpel, unleſs they 
wil! comply with ſinful terms, or that makes fixning the con- 
dition of the exerciſe of t!:eir Miniſtry ? | hope none will pre 
ſame to ſay that which ſets up the authority of Man againſt 
God's, I would therefore enquire furcher, Ought all to forbear 
the exerciſe of their Miniſtry who are forbidden by an unju(t hus 
mane Law ? It fo, why did not Chriſtian Paſtors forbear it uns 
der Pagan Emperors. or the Orthodox under the A4rrian, or Re- 
formed Paſtors under Popiſh Princes, where the law tor.1ds 
them ? Or will Mr. F. ſay, all theſe ought to have forborn and 
deferred cheir office. What / has God left it at the will of men 
wherher he ſhall be publickly worſhipt, whether his Goſpel 
ſhall be preach'd, wherher the Office he has call'd mean to ſhall 
be diſcharg'd, whether ſouls ſhall enjoy . the futable means of 
ther-Salvation, or the number of Miniſters fhall te propore 
tionable to the real neceſſity of fouls ? Has he given men any 
power againſt his own intereſt, or to promote the damnation 
of ſouls by impofing ſuch terms of the Miniſtry as Chriſt's own 
Laws forbid his Miniſters to obey 2 If a!l 04ght notto forbear 
their Miniſtry who are forbidden by an unjuſt Law, What is 
there in the caſe of the filenc'd Miniſters that (h1uld oblige them 
to it > I know nothing can be imagin'd but this, That obedi= 
ence to that Law, tho unjuſt, would in their circumſtances tend 
more to the good of the Church and fou's, than all their mini« 
ſterial labours. And if any can make this good, I doubt not 
but they will forbear. For proof of che contrary, fe Þ» 27,28, 
under the former Head. EY 

All the _ therefore will be concerning the conditions. 
of the Miniſtry, that by the foreſaid Law were impos'd upon 
them. | | 
For the f-/? mentioned, the Declaration of Iſſent and. Cone 
ſent, &E. | : | ; 

Are there not many thouſands of ſincere and upright Chr's 
ſtians ih theſe Kingdoms, who do really judge kneeling at the 
Sacrament unlawſul, becauſe they account .it -a tymbo' izing 
with the Church of Rome in « VL abus'd to Idolatry Le 
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who judge the Croſs in Baptiſm unlawful, becauſe tis a new 
Tefſera or ſwibol of our Chriſtian Profeſſion of humine lnſtitus 
tton, to which thoſe very duties and b'ethin;'s of . he Goſpel are 
anrext, which our Lord has annext to Baptitimy {,ccral y when 
the words of the Canon are, | To dedicate them /y that bane 
(rhe fizn of the Crols) to the [ervice of Chriſty, whoſe berefirs | 8 
ftow'd on th m in Baptiſm the name of the- C roſs does reprejent]? 
Or, u ht» ſcruple the uſe of Spon/cr; in Bapriſm, to undertake 
that work which is the Parents duty, and not 2herrs, un'els the 
Parent be incapable ; and the more, becaule the 29/4 Canon of 
the Church la tl | No Parent ſhall be urged 16 be prejent, nor be 
edmitted to an, wer as Godfather for hts cwn chila ]? He that 
knows not, there are many thouſands who jud, e .hele things 
unlawful, and yet are perſons as eminent tor their piety as 
thoſe that are otherwi e minded, is either a ſtranger to theſe 
Nations, or has very little charity leſt. Whether theſe perions 
be miftaken in theſe ſcrup'es or no, I do nut apw diſpute, nor 
is it neceſſary to my Argument to ſuppole them in the right; 
But I wou'd hope it will be granted me, that their credible pres 
feffion of Religion gives them a right to all the ſeals of the Co- 
venant ; and that *cis not lawlul to de bar them from the Lords: 
Sup:er, or their children trom Baptiſm on the account of theſe 
feruples To ſay otherwiſe, were to make it lawtul for the 
Minifters of Chriſt to rejet thoſe whom they have all imagjis 
nab'e reaſon to be'ieve that their Lord recerves, nay, whom he 
hes commanded them to receive, Rom. 14: t, Whereas to res 
je ſ:.ch, is a heinous degree of Schiſm, and oppoſite to the 
great law of Charity and Chriſtian torbearance, which Paſtors 
as well as people are concerned in, *Is the very fin Diotrephes 
is charg'd with, 3 Fp. Joh. v. io. 

Now if it be un'awful to deprive ſuch of external Churchs 
priviledges as in the judgment of rational Charity have a right 
to-rhem; then *«s unlawtul to proteſs our Aſſenr and Conſent to 
a Book which obliges us to this, Uncharitable and Schiſmarical 
practice; For the Book obliges us to adminiſter the Sacraments 
only in the manner there preſcribed, and by the Canons of the 
Church thoſe Miniſters incur the danger of Super fron that do- 
| otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe. So. that we cannot bs Miniſters without approving 
th te Schiſmatical Condinons of Churel: Communion, and 
pertiaps excluding the moſt ſober part of a Parith on the ac« 
count of them. Whereas Chriſtan Love forbids-us ro Exclude 
fach, and much more totbids us to Aſſent and Conſent to their 
fxcluſtor, 

For the 2d. Condtion of the Miniſtry, That Clauſe in the Ox- 
for 1 Oath wherein we mu( ſwear never to ende1vour any Altera« 
tion of Government in the Church; | 

Do's Mr. # think there are no Corruptions in the Govern» 
ment of. the Churehy,whith it alret*d ani reforar'd woi'd great- 
ty conduce to the advancement of real Rehizion? ls the exerciſe 
ot-Church-Government by a Lay-Chancefvr and the mariner of 
their proceſs in the Spiritual Courts, no corruption'that needs 
amendment ? What when fo ſolemn a thing as the Cenfuregof 
the Church is tmnag'd more like'a deFign to correct mens pur. 
ſes: then: either the: Errors of their 'Judpment'sr dHorders 'of 
their Pra&t ce, and as Dr. Burner inthe life' of Biſhop Bede! 
complains, That ' Excommunication had loſt all its fovce as a' Spi- 
ritaal 4 enſwe and was dreaded only on the aerount of the effetts 
it produc't in Law. And theſe matters are not ſince chang'd 
for rhe better. Is that Diſcipline by which every particular 
Church ſhow'd be as much as poſliple preſerv/d from the infe- 
&i n and ſcandal of notoriouſly! wicked members, poflible to 
be exerciſed by'a B/hop or his LayaChance/or for a whole Di-' 
oceſs containing, 3 or 4 hundred or perhaps as many more parti- 
cular Churches ? For Inſtance, [s the B:ſhop of Lincals whoſe: 
Diaceſs'contains in it 1000 or 11c0 Pariſh-Churches capable 
to cal: all the ſcandalous ſinners within that vaſt Precin& to 
Repenrance, to examine the crimes aledg'd againſt them; ufe - 
all the ad-nonitions and reproofs that tend to reclaim them- 
and after de evidence of their impenitency caſt therh! out of 
Church Communion 2 How many thouſands muſt he have ar ' 
once in his Court if he exerciſed Church Diſcipline as ſtrialy 
as the H. Scriptures enjoyn oras the: Common-Prayer-Bdok owns * 
it was praftiſed in the primitive Church. See Pref:' t "the 
Commination uſed in Lent.. And does there need A 
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Argument of the imposfibiliy ot} it, then that this Diſcipline 
was acver aQualiy cxe cifſcd by the B:{hops to any purpoſe, 
nor one ſcandalous fiiner of a thouland in a Diocets ever call'd 
to Repeatance for his notorious crimes or cenſured for his 
continuing in them ( unleſs it were ſome ſcrupulous Noncon- 
formiſt. ) And does Mr. #, think theſe things necd no alter» 
tion 2 If he doth ſo, I would gladly know, What Church-Go. 
verament or Diſcipline ſignifies > To what purpoſe then is all 
this ſtir about an Empty Name, when there is no ule-to be 
made of the Thing to the great purpoſes it's intended for - 
when '1is not excrritcd to pteſerve the honour of Re'igion by 
2 credible profesſjon of it in particular Churches, and to ſecure 
thoſe Churches from the pernicious influence of ſuch whom 
their Hzreſics or their ſcandalons crimes render unfit for Chri- 
ftian Society ? WETT 
if theſe things, be groſs' abuſes, If the preſeat ChurchaGo- 
verriment render- Diſcipline impraQicable, and deprive Pariſh- 
Miniſters of an eſſential part ef their Office, Is it lawtul to 
ſwear We will never endeavour an alteration of this, and that 
without any limitation ſignified, as | in an irregular manner 
or beyond our particular Sphere 2 | Is it lawful for thoſe. who 
know theſe to be corruptions which have greatly depraved the 
Church and diſhoroured C hriſtianity to ſwear they will never 
e:deavour to amend ther 2 They might as well bind themielves 
by oath never to Repent nor Promote the os ge of others. 
If anv fay the meaning of the Oath is on th that chey will 
never endeavour this [by any ſinful means, or beyond their pri- 
vate (phere]; Why could not theſe neceſſary words be put in 2 
And that this dangerous ſenſe was never intended by the Con- 
vocation, is evident from the 7th Canon, where they thus ſpeak; 
Vhoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm that the Government of the 
Church of England under his Majeſty, by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
Deans, Archdeacons, and the reſt that bear Office im the ſame is 
Antichri(tian, or repugnant to the word of God, let him be « xcome 
municate ipſo fafto, and ſo continue till he repent, and revoke 
Juch his wicked error | They that thus ſuppos'd nothing in 
their Government repugnant to the word of God, did —_— 
ou 
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doubt intend to bind the interiour Clergy from all arremprs 2o- 
alter it ; and ſo contriv d this Vath, rhat an Allegiance might 
-- in theſe Nations ſworn to the Biſhops as well as the 

ing. ha 

For the Fn viz, Reordination, The Divines of the Church 
of England generally own it an/awful ; and conſequently; the 
impoſition of it ſuppoſes Ordination by Presbyters a Nudiry. 
For ſuch therefore as were fo ordain'd to conſent to Reording- 
tion, is to own the Nu/ity of their former Adminiſtrations;and 
caſt the baſeſt flurr on a great part of the Reformed Miniſtry: 
And this reminds me of a paſſage in the Preface: to the Book 
of Ordination, which acquaints us with the judgment of thoſe 
that compog'd it, Y:z. [And to this intent, that theſe Orders be 
reverently eſteem'd, No man ſhall be accounted or taken' for 'x 
lawtul Prieſt inthe Ch, of Eng/.or be ſuffer'd ro execute'the Fax- 
fion,except he be called according to this form,or hath had for- 
merly Ep:/opa/ Ordination.| And thiswe muſt profeſs our Aſſent 
and Conſent to; which he, that can do, (and 5s confcienceof 
declaring nothing but what he really' believes | has eirher 'a 
large ſtock of, ignorance, or very little charity ; (as will ap- 
pear by what is ſaid, on, the,” Head about Miſrtom), The Au- 
thors of that. Preface cou'd not but forefee, that fich Declara- 
tions wou'd cff;tually choke a' great part 'of rhe Miniſters in 
England and Trelayd, and 'tis hard ro imagine what other de- 
ſign they could have,in requiring their Aſlent and Conſent to 
ſuch paſſages ay, theſe, po 

For the Oath of Canonical obedience viz. That the Priefts or 
Deacons mill reverent!y obey their Ordinary and other chief Mi- 
wiſlers to whom is-.committed the Charge and Government over 
them. 

I ſuppoſe *Tis meant of obedience to their Ordinary 'in 
what he prefcribes agreably to the Canons which are the 
known Rule he governs by. Ard fo we ſhould be obliged to 
read the ſentence of excommunication againſt all that the Bi- 
ſhop or his ChanceZor may according to thoſe Canons excom- 
municate, now he may excommunicate all Noxconformiſts. 

And we that know them to be men of holy and — 
ves 
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lives, muſt ſwear to obey the Lubop, by publiſhing his hi 
matical {cntence. | | 
_ Tmight have added ſeveral things more on this Head, were 
It necc ary. 'V 

I know ſome have told the world ſrecly, that in their De- 
claration of Aſſent, &c. they intend no more than to receive 
thoſe-Books. as an [»/irument of peace ; lo that they will not 
preach againſt any thing contain'd ia them, as ſome ſubſcribe 
even the Articles themſelves :' To which | nced only anſwer ; 

1. It us'd to be acknowledg'd by Prot. Caſuiſts, (as "tis large- 
ly aſſerted by Biſhop Sazder/on de Furam. ) That to ſtretch the 
words of Laws, Oaths, and Promiſes to meanings different 
from their. common uſe, is ſinful, and a pratice fitter for thoſe 
that: own. the Doctrine of Fge:vocations, Wc, than ſincere 

Chriſtians, or good ſutjets. Now if to Aſſent and Conſent to 
all things contain'd in, and preſcrib'd by a Book, be not an Aſſent 
to them as 7rue, and Conſert to them as good or lawful; *tis 
impoſſible to underſtand the: ſenſe of thoſe two words. And 

what might not a. man in this 7ax ſenſe declare his ſent and 

Conſent to, tho never ſo much. againit his juegment, provided 
he did not think himſelf oblg'y to. ſpeak publick'y againſt it. 
That the Parliament never intended. thatTax 1ente, appears 
hence ; That when the Zouſe of Lords added a Proviſe that 
the Declaration in the AR of Uniformity ſhould be underſtood 
but as obliging men to the uſe of the Book, the Zouſe of Com- 
mons refus'd it at a Conference about it, and gave ſuch reaſons 
againſt that ſenſe and Provi/o to the Lords ; upon'which they 
acquieſc'd; and caſt it out. | 

2. Whatever meaning be put on the forementioned declaraz 
tions and oaths, None can exerciſe his Miniſtry in the Church 
of England without denying the priviledges of Chriſtianity to 
tho!e that have a right to them and withour quiting an efſen- 
tial part of his office as Paſtor of a particular C kurch, or in 
curring the danger of ſuſpenſion for doing otherwiſe. And 

the Miniſters of Chriſt muſt not put themſelves under fuch a 
nec-5ſity of ating uncharitably and ſchiſmaticaily towards his 
true Members, nor thus wi'fully maim and deprave their 

Paſtoral office. 25" 
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I appeal then to the Judgment of a'!, Whether if theſe cons 
ditions of the Miniſtry be ſinful, That Law be juſt that ſhall 
enjoyn them, and make mens forſwearing themſelves neceſſary 
to the preaching of the Goſpel ? EE 
I am very ſorry Mr. #. and ſome of his Coat ſhould fo often 
ncce>ſitate their Brethren to harp on rhis ungrateful ftring, 
They pay too great a deference to the Laws of the Land to 
caſt any need'cls RefleRtions on them. But men ought” not 
to bear ſilently the charge of Schiſm and Church Rebellion, who 
are no way guiity of it. Eſpecially when their filence and 
negle& to vindicate themſelves may tempt others who are not 
acquainted with their caſe, to cenſure and kate them wrong- 
fully, as cloth'd with theſe odious charaQers: 'T hope the pre- 
cedent diſcourſe has evidenc'd the charge to be undeſerved and' 
falſe, And therefore whatever expreſſions ſeem to grate on 
the Laws, muſt tc imputed to rhe unhappy neceſſity put upon 
them to give a true reprefentatinn of their caſe, by the virulent 
accuſations of their brethren, fror whom one wou'd think 
they might rather expe ſome pitty. I doubt not but the 
moderate and charitable part of the Conforming' Clergy have' 
other apprehenſions of their 5rerbren, and are aſham'd of theſe 
paſſages in M. 4's Anſwer. But for thoſe that approve the fie 
lencing Laws, arraign their Brethren as Churchz Rebels tor not 
obeying them, and condemn thoſe ſocieties that need and ems 
trace their help meerly on that ſcore, as no parts of the Catho« 
lick Church, even when they exclude not the Pepiſþ Churches, 
It will appear, I think, from this Paper, that their Arguments 
are not ſo ſtrong as their Paſſion,and a little more charity wou'd 
advance the reputation of their /nte/eFzals as well as Morals: 
Such men may long exclaim againſt ozr dtvi/ons, but their own' 
principles and temper are the moſt inſuperable obſtacle to the 
healing of them. 


Having conſidered the Queſtions in. the Preface, T\ come to 
cxamine the firſt /ett of thofe in the Pampbler it ſelf, which' 
concern the Miſſion of the firſt Reformers,and they are by Mr: X, 
reduc'd to theſe five. | 


:. What 
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s. What Priefthoed or Holy Orders had the fir Reformers 

X what they receiv'd from the hands of Roman-Catholick Bis 

ops * 

| - Who authoriz'd the firſt Reformers to preach their Prote- 
flant DoArine, and adminiſter their Proteſtant Sacraments ? 

2. Whether Cranmer and his Aſſeciates could condemn the 

Church of Rome by pretence of the Miſſion they received from 


her Biſhops ? 

4- Wiether a Presbyterian Miniſter having received Orders 
from a Proteftant Biſhop, can by virtue of ſuch Orders pronounce 
the Church of England a corrupt Church 2 

5. Whether an At of Parliament in France, Spain, or Ger- 
many, be not as good an Authority for Popery there, as in Eng- 
land for Proteſtancy ? 

Theſe are. ueftions one would think too ridiculous to be ſe. 
riouſly propos'd. But I am heartily ſorry Mr. #. can find no 
better Anſwer to them than what he has given, which in ſe- 
veral paſſages runs too much on the ſame wretched miſtak_s 
that led D. Manby to offer them with ſo much confidence. 

- And therefore I need fay little more to expoſe them; than 
firſt, /eate the Controverſy about Miſſion, ang then apply the 
true Notion of it to theſe Queſtions. 

There is a twofold Miſfion, Immediate or Mediate: 

_ 1 Immediate, Which thole had whom God ſent to deliver 
ſome extraordinary meſlage, or ſome new revelation of his will 
to men. - Such a Miffon had the extraordinary Prophets under 
the old Teſtament, the Apoſtles and Evangelifs under the new. 
And theſe brought ſome Credentials of their Mifton to convince 
mea of the truth of it.. That immediate Miſſion is now ceag'd; 
the revelation of the Divine Will being compleated in the holy 
Scriptures, and direC&ions given for the continuance of a Mi- 
niſtry in the Church. There is therefore, | 

- 2: A Mediate Miſion, or Call to the Paſtoral Office. (For 
we are not here concern'd with the office of Deacons), 1 mean 
that-office of Biſhops, or Elders, or Miniſters (for they are but 
ſeveral names to import the ſame thing) ſo often deſcrib'd ih 


the holy Scriptures. The office contains in it many great and 
| | laborious 
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laborious works, 7o teach the Flock committed to their charge, 
be their Guides in pablick Worſhip, and rule them by Evangelical 
Diſcipline. A Call to this Office gives the perſon call'd autho- 
rity to do thoſe works, and lays on him a pecfonal e&/;gation 
t) do them. * [is from Chriſt alone that power is deriv'd by 
which men are authoriz'd and oblig'd. *Tis his will expreſt 
-in the Goſpe-Charter conſtitutes men his Miniſters. And all 
that's further requiſite, is; to know how he ſipnifies his will 
— this or that particular perfon, being one'of his Mi- 
niſters. 

To that purpoſe we muſt conſider what Chriſt has done als 
ready in the Goſpel-Charter, and what he has left for men to 
a. | 

Chriſt has already determined-in the Goſpel that there ſha/l 
be a Miniſtry in his Church to the end of the World : He has 
deſcrib'd their Office, and all the particular works of it ; as 
what DoCtrine they ſhall preach, what Worſhip they ſhall ce» 
lebrate, how they ſhall rule the Church they overſee, and what 
Diſcipiine they ſhall adminiſter in it : He has left them ſufficia 
ent rules in all matters of univerſal conſtant neceſſity for per« 
forming theſe works : He has deſcrib'd the duties which Chri- 
ſtian Flocks owe to ſuch Paſtors : He has aſlign'd the qualifi- 
cations of ſuch Paltors ; He has made it the duty of people that 
need the labours of ſuch qualified perſons to ſeek their help; 
and of Miniſters to call them out, approve, and inveſt them in 
that Office, and of the Civil Magiſtrate to prote@Q the Wor. 
th o 5% p 

I belongs not therefore ro any men to appoint any new of- 
fice in the Church of Chrift, or maim that Office he has inſti» 
tuted, or impoſe ſinful conditions in order to. its exerciſe, or 
impoſe any other duties on the people than he has done ; 
much leſs does it belong to them to determine whether the 
Goſpel ſhall be preach'd, or the aeceſlitics of ſouls who wang 
ſuch Paſtors ſupply'd. | 4 3, 

' All therefore that che Goſpel has left to the Ordainers, js the 
Defignation of the perſon to whom Chriſt's Charter ſhall cong 
vey the power, the approbation of his qualifications, and the ns 
ol F 2 __ 
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.veſtiture of him, or ſol:maizing his admittance, The 07. 
Gainers thcrefore do not give the power to others as from 
themſcives, nor does it pats + hrough their hands, nor can they 
diminiſh it, as ex gr. ſhould the Orainers ſay, | Receive thou 
power to preach aad adnuailter the 52acraments, but not to rule 
the Flock : ] I his reſtraint or diminution is #«4, as being cons 
trary to the « harter of Chriit. They are but In/{rwments of 
Inauguration, 25 a Recorder that inveſts a Mayor in that office 
which the King's Charter gives him. And the great deſign of 
the zterpofitron of Paſtors in this matter is, to ſecure to the 
Church a ſucceſſion of ab'e and blameleſs Paſtors, of which 
they are ſuppoſed moſt fit to judge, Ordination by Paſtors is 
God's ordinary regular way of admittance to prevent the 
Churches being deprav'd ang inyur'd by the intrz/ion of unqua» 
lified p.rſons And therefore it ſhould not be neglected where- 
ever it may be had. Oaly it muſt be added, thar the law of 
Chriſt which determines, that the Goſpel ſhall be prezch'd by 
perlons ſo qualified, is founded on the neceſſity of ſouls, and the 

reat law of. Charity ; and therefore is of conſtant and inviſpens 

ble neceſſity in 4 Church. But the command of their be- 
he Dat by Paſtors, is bat ſubſervient to the former, and 
relates only to the ordinary regular execution of it ; and does 
not oblige where there is a phy/ical or moral impoſſibility of ob- 
ſerving it, and yet a zeceſity of the Miniſtry. For Ordination by 
Paſtors is not of abſ»lute neceſſity ro the being of the Miniſtry ; 
There have been and may be extraordinary caſes wherein a 
man may be obliged to be a Miniſter without it : To inſtance 
in two caſes ; 

What if many Chri/tians ſhould be caſt on the ſhore of ſome 
Pagan Nation,where they are forc'd to ſtay a conſiderable time, 
and one among them be more eminently qualified than the reſt, 
to be their Miniſter ; the reſt entreat his help ; and will any 
fay, that the Providence of God, which has given him ſuch abi- 
kities, does not ſufficiently authoriſe him to exerciſe them in 
this caſe of necesfity ? When the work of the Miniſtry is of ſo 
much greater importance and neceſſity than that poſitive pres 


cept about the ordering of it. Nay, to propoſe a Caſe far more 
conſiderable : ; What 
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What if all the preent Paſtors in a Nation ſhould corrape 
the Chriſtian Dedtrine and IVerlhip, and impoſe thoſe corruptis 
ons on the peop'e as terms ot ChurchsCommunion 2 What if 
they refuſe to ordain any that will not joyn with them berein'? 
The people dare not comply with thoſe terms, and becauſe 
they would not live without the advantages of the pub- 
lick Miniſtry and Worſhip, they invite ſuch to take the Paſto- 
ral care of their Souls as are duly qualified ; that ſuch qualified 
perſons ſhould nor accept Ordivation on ſuch wicked terms, is 
paſt doubt ; But what if they live ſo remote from any other 
Chriſtian Kingdom that they cannot have Hiniſterizl Ordimmas» 
tion elſewhere. Wil any fay, that in this caſe, thoſe qualified 
perſons for want of this Ordiration ouzht not to ike on them 
the Paſtoral ck 'rge of thoſe peop'e, which God has given them 
ſuch abilities for, and ſuch a Ca/ by his providence 1+ ? To ſay 
this, were to (et up the Rule atout the regular ore /»2 ris 
Miniſtry above the exds of the Miniſtry it ſelf, and op-1- re 
circum{tances of the Duty to the ſubſtance of it. Wher-1+ 
ſitive precepts muſt always yield to moral, and matters ot 1-4 + 
order tothe endof the Duty ordercd ; and the former muſt nc v4; 
be pleaded againſt the /arzer. Ordination by Paſtors is nul 
therefore there nccclary where it cannot be had without fin; 
and yet without a Miniſtry ; the intereſt of the Goſpel, and the 
ſalvation of Souls, are like to ſuffer the moſt viſible prejudice 
and detriment.” For theſe are matters infinitely more precious 
and valuable than any Rules of external order, and the very 
end thoſe Rules aim at, and are ſubſervient to. And if this be 
not granted, it muſt be Jeft to the pleaſure of ſuch corrupt Pas 
ſtors, whether the people who cannot joya in communion with 
them, ſha'l enjoy the means of their ſalvation, or be obliged to 
live like Atheiſts without any publick worſhip of God. And 
he that aſlerts this, may next aſlert, that God has left it to their 
pleaſure, whether the people ſhall be ſaved or damn'd ;| and 
that *cis better they ſhould be canonically damn'd than wncance 
nically ſav'd. I propoſe theſe Caſes to ſhew the vanity and 
falſchood of that Notion ſome make ſuch a noiſe about, viz: 
The neceſſity of an uninterrupted ſucceſſion» of Ordination. _—_ 
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if chat principle be falſe: much more is tieirs v ho allert the ne+ 
ceility of Succeſſive prelatical ordination. 

But tho in ſuch extraordinary Caſes, 1 he extraorcinary call 
of God's providence 15 ſufficient to authorize a man 10 the ſzs 
cred « ffice, and ſup; lies the defect of Miniſterial Ordinat'on; 
Yet the commard of God which enjoyns ſuch Orciaation does 
oblige where it may be had ; and the neglect of it wou'd 
bring great confuſion and diforder into the Church, and ex: 
poſe it to the danger of being corrupted and divided by «x- 
gual:fied Intraders. 

1he only thing that remains fo be conficer'd under this 
Head is, Hho are entruſied with the power of ordination, Or 
whom has Chriſt appointed to appruve ard inveſt others in 
the Miniſterial office 2 

Anſw. Thoſe arc entruſted with this power and appointed 
to this work, Who are themiclves ſuch Biſhops or Elders or 
Paſtors as the holy Scripturcs deſcribe, He that denies this, is 
oblig'd to acquaint us what other Oificers the Apoſtles left in 
the Church, to whom this ſole power of ordination was en- 
truſted then, or what other officers claimed and exerciſed it in 
the primitive Church, Which none that I know of ever preten- 
ded to do. 

But now thoſe whom the holy Scriptures call Biſhops or El. 
ders,were the ſlated paſtors of particular Crmpeutons. 

That the ſame perſons are in Scripture call'd Biſhops and 
Elders istoo palpable to be denied (However the Authors of 
the Preface tothe Book of Ordination are pleaſed to fay the 
contrary, Viz. That *tis evident to all men diligently reading the 
holy Scriptures and ancient Authors, that from the Apoſtles time 
there have been theſe orders in Chrifts Church, Biſhops, Prieſts 
and Deacons, (as ſeveral offices) and even this palpable miſtake 
among the reſt we are required to declare our afſent to. ) 
Thoſe who are 20 As. 17. called the Elders of the Church of 
Fpheſus, are commanded, v. 28. to take heed to all the Flock, 
over whom the holy Ghoſt had made them overſeers or Biſhops. 
T be deſcription of a Biſhop 1 Tim: 3 ch. and of an Elder wH 
are the ſame; And 7itns when direGed toordain flders __ 

co 
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ſee that they be blameleſs, for a B;/Þop muſt be blaiticleſs as the 
Steward of God, wv. 6, 7. | 

That theſe Biſhops or Elders were Paſtors of fingle cons 
pregations is evident from the Duties enjoyned them towards 
thoſe uader their care, and from the Duties which the Flocks 
are required to pay them. 

They are to /abour among the people and admoniſh them, And 
the peop'e were to know ard efleem them highly in love for 
their works ſake 1 Theſs. 5, 12, 13. They were to .rule their 
Flock, ſpeak the word of God t» them, and to watch over their 
Souls as thoſe that muſt give an acconnt ; 13 Hebr. 7, 17, 24. 
They were to rake heed to all the Flock over whom the Holy 
Ghoſt had made them overſcers. 20 AQts, 28. Wherein the Apo» 
ſtle propoſes his own prattice, ( white he itay'd among them 
as their temporary paſtor ) tor their imitation viz Thar he 
taught them publickly, and from houſe to hoſe, andceaſed nor to 
warn every one with tears day and night 20 Adts, 20, z1.v. They, 
were to bee enſamples to the Flock who were to follow their 
Faith conſidering the end of their Converſation, x Pet. 5, uv. 1, 
compar'd with Zeb: 13. 7, They were to vift the fick and pray 
for them James, 5, 14. {ce Dr. Z7ammond's Annotations on thule 
places applying them to Biſhops. 

Now let us conſider whether theſe mutual duties, betwixt 
Paſtor and Flock were to be performed tetwixt the Paſtor or 
Paſtors of a (ing/e congregation, and the congregation commit- 
ted to their care or betwixt a D:oceſan Biſhop and ſo valt a 
Flock as his Dzcceſs. 

That one or more Paſtors of a fingle congregation aſſocia- 
ted for -perſonall communion are capable of performing theſe 
duties to their Flock,and their Flock to them is paſt all doubt. 

But-can theſe mutual Duties be perform'd betwixt a Disce= 
ſan Biſhop and his Dzoceſs ? Is he capab'e of labouring among /t 
them in word, and being e/fezm'd of them highly for bis Works 
ſabe, when very few, comparatively of his Dioceſs, ever ſaw 
him, or heard him preach ? Can he watch over the ſouls of all 
in his Dioceſs as his Flozk, and warn them of their evil cours 
ſes, when he knows not one of them in many ſeore —— 

an 
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Can the Dioceſs feSow the Faith of ſuch Biſhops, and conjider 
the end of their converſation, an propoſe them as their patterns, 
when not one in many thuuſancs know any more of the life 
of their Biſhop, than if hic lived at the other end of the World? 
Are ſuch Biſhops obliged to viſit the ſick of their Dioceſs 2 
Can they rule them by the exerciſe of Church-diſcipline againſt 
the notoriouſly ſcandalous, wh:n perhaps there are forty or 
fiitv thouſand ſuch in their Dyoceſs ? Can they uſe all the due 

rocefs of {crious reproofs and perſwaſions that are requiſite to 

u'cd for reclaiming ſuch finrers, when rhere is ſo vaſt a 
number of them, and thoſe ſo remote in their habitations, and 
the Biſbops who!'ly ſtrangers to the molt of them 2 Theſe are 
ſo pa'pable imposſibilities, as to an unbyaſt conſiderer, are ir- 
ſtead of a thouſand Arguments ; that the Biſhops cr Elders 
which theſe Texts ſpeak of were not Dic:/an Biſhops, i, e. they 
were not the Overſeers or Rulers of many ſcore or hundreds 
o: Churches, zs their Flocks to whom they were to perform all 
t'1cle Paſtoral works, ard the Flocks to pay them the foremen- 
tioned Duties ; But the Paſtors of ſich a number of people as 
they cou!d thus perſonally overſee, teach, ruſe, watch over, viſit, 
Tc. and ſuch a number as could pay them that /ove, ſubmis/on, 
zmitation, &c. preſcrib'd in the torequoted Texts. Eſpecially 
when 'tis ſo exprelly aſſerted. As 14. v. 23. That ſuch El 
ders were ordained in every Church, which Titus is alſo appoin- 
ted to do in every City, 1 Tit. 5. And 'tis well known every 
Town equal to our uſual Market-Zowns in England Was then 
called nw, or City; and but a few comparatively of the in» 
habitants at firſt converted to Chriſtianity. 

I grant, that ſoon after the Apoſtles time, the name of Bi- 
ſhop and Presbyter, or Elder, begun to be diſtinguiſht, and 
that of Biſhop apply'd to a ſtated Preſes or Moderator of a Preb 
bytery cr certain number of Elders. But *us as evident, That 
the Biſhop and his Presbyters in the Primitive Church were 
but the Rulers of one Sirg/e Congregation capable of perſonal 
communion, not of many Score or hundred Churches. How 

lain to this purpoſe is that known paſſage of /gnatius ( whoſe 
Authority the Defenders of Prelaces have fo vainly boaſted of.) 
| - who 
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who in his Epiſtle to the Philadelphians gives this certain mark 
of every Churches indroiduation, wiz. There is to, | - | 
every Church one Altar and one Biſhop together, © $*rr9e 
with the Preibytery (27 Elderſbip) and the Deacens my fellow (cr- 
rants, The lame Author in his Epiftle to Pelycarp adviſes that 
gord &r{hop 40 have fr quent Church» Afſemblies, and to exquire 

ter all by name, and not to deſpiſe. ſervants and maids: vo in 

his Fpittle to the Smyrzen/ſes, Fellow all of you the 
Biſhop as Feſus Chriſt does the Father, and the Pres 

byte.y as the Apaſtles, and reverence the Deacons as the appoints 
ment of God. Let none without the Biſhop tranſatt the affairs of 
the Ckuxch, Let that be accounted a' valid commun:on which is 
in his preſence, or by his permisfion ; for where the Biſhop 15, there 
let the multitude be. *'Tis not lawfal, without the Biſhap, to 

Baptize, or-make a Loves Feaſt. 

Nothing can more tu'ly evidence that th: Church of Smyrya 
had their B bop, Presbyzers, and Deacons; and, * were ridicuious 
to apply theſe paſliges to a modern Biſhop and his Dioceſs,. . 

Tuſtin Martyr's know o account of ChurcizzAflembies evin- 
ces the truch of this which the learne.| Mr: Joſ. Hede in his 
Diſcourſe of Churches quotes, p. 48,.49, 50. and trom thence ac- 
knowledges, They had then but one Altar, (or place of Commus. 
vion) to a Church, taken for the company or corporation of the 

faithful, as united under one Bſhop. 

Tertalian's account of particular Church-afſem- Api, cop; 
blies aſfures us, that Church diſcipline was exerces'd- , . 1 
in them, ard that by the probati ſentores, or; approved Elders. 
(among whom we own the Preſes was called Bilkop.. kven.in. 
Cyprian's time, his famous Church ot Carthage was not fo great, © 
bat that he frequently profeflcs he would do nething in 
Church-affairs without the conſent of his Presbyters, and ail 
the people, eſpecially in the cenſuring of Offendors.. - As in his 
Ep. 3.6, 10 41, 13, 14, 26,27, 28, Oc; Edt, Goul And Ep 68. 
as he there d<clares the prople have the hy power of choofug. 
worthy:Priefts, and refufing the unworthy, ; ſo:when be relates 
the manner. of the Ordination of a Biſbop, he 1e!'s vs, 411 ihe 
next Biſhops of the ſame Province do come together to- that 
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people over whom the Biſhop is ſet, and the Biſbop is appointed, 
tle people being preſent who ſuſlreſt know the life of every one, 
and have thoroughly ſeen the Att of every one's converſation. 
Which alſo 'we' {aw done with you' in the Ordination of -Sabinus 
our Cell-apne, that the office of a Biſhop was given him, and hand; 
$npoſed on him in the place of Baſilides by the ſuffrage of the 
whole Fraternity, and by the judgment of the Brſbops that had 
mer together, Gc. 

We may eaſily gather what the Biſhops Church was when 
a'! rhe peop'e muſt be preſent, and judge of his life, and are 
ſuppoſed ro be'thorough'y acquainted with it. A Dioceſs of 
the modcrn extent wonld be hard put rot ro meet together 
for this purpoſe, and paſs their judgment concerning the lite of 
their Biſhop; 

The Conſtitutions and Canons called Apeſtolical, aſſign ſuch 
duties to the Biſhop, as plainly imp'y his relation to a Congre- 
_— capable of perſonal Communion, as his Charge or 
Floc OLD 

And (to give a brief ſummary of thoſe proofs which it would 
require 2 large voiume ro'infiſt fuily on?) if we conſ:der impar- 
tially all the duties which the moſt ancient Chriſtian Writers 
deſcribe, as belonging to the office of a Bi/bop, 42. | To be the 
ordinuy publick Teacher of his Flock, (a) and Baptizer of 
thoſe that were received into his Church. (4) To confirm rhe 
Baptized, to'reconcile and abſolve all penitents, to adminiſter 
the Lords Supper. (c) To receive all oblations, Gc. and diſtri- 
bute them, To take'care of the poor and: fick and ſtrangers as 
their Overſeer and Curator (4) To rry all cauſes abour ſcandal 
' in his Church with his Preſ>yrers in thie preſence of his Fleck (e) 
To Ordain other Riſhops and Elders, To keep Synods among 
his neighbour Biſhops, [o grant communicatory Letters ( / ) 
&c.] And to how great a flock one man is capable to perform 
them : Tt we confider furrher that the.Biſhop and his Presby- 
_ ters liv'd uſually. in the ſame Houſe and in Common, at leaſt near 
rhe Church, and that in the diſtribution of their maintenance 
one half of it was deſtin'd to repair the Fabrick or Tecmple,and 
maintain the poor ; the other half to the Biſhop and his Clergy, 
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or Presbyters (g) ; That it was the common cuſtom for . the 
Presbyters to (it in the fame Seat with the Biſhop ( in a ſemi- 
circle) and the Deacons below them (+); That the Deacons are 
always mentioned as Officers in the ſame Church with the 
Biſhop (5). That the Zove-fea/ts were not _ to be kept without 
the Biſhops permiſſion, and he was to have his ſhare ſent him, 
if abſent (4). That the way of ſtrangers communicating was by 
communicatory Letters or Certificates which were to be ſhewed 
to the Biſhop of the Church where they deſir'd to communi- 
cate (/),; That a Schum was deſcrib'd by ſetting up 4/rgr a- 
gaintt Altar, every communicating Church having its 4/zar 
(or - Table for ce:ebrating, the Lords-yupper) and B.hop 


( | 

(a) Conſtit: Apoſt.c. 26. Tuſt: Mart. Apol: 2: (b) Tertwil. de 
Cor: Hil. c. 3.-(c) Ignat. Fp.ad Smyrn: þ:4. Juſt: Mart: Apol:2. 
(4) Ju/t. Mart+ ibid Conſtit: Apoſt. c.27+ Apoſt: Can. 5: (c).See 
Cypr Ep, pas{im, Tert«ll. Apol.c. 39. and. many more, in 4lan- 
del de | Fare plebrs, Sc. (t) See Albaſp, Obſerv. p.254, 255. 
( £) See 7olet de ſacerd. ib. 5: cap. 4. n.15- and Pad, Paul Sgrs 
pr's Tract of Church-benefices tranſlated by. Dr. Dexton., (h) 
Conſt it, Apoſt, c. 57. Counc, Carth.q: Can: 35 (/) 1 Phil, 1. Clem. 
Rom: Ep: ad Cor: p: 54, 55: Pius in Ep: Juſto Epiſcs Biblioth: 


Patr: Tom: 3: p: 15: Conſtit: Apoſt: c: 30 & 44. (k) Ignat: Ep. 


ad Smyrn. forequoted. Conktit, Apoſt. c.28; (1) Albaſp. Obſerv. 
P- 254, 255, (m) lenat. Ep: ad Philad, forecited. Cypr. Ep:go, 
72, 73. lhe ancient deſcription of a Church is well-known, 
Flebs Epiſcopo coadunata : See Dr. Still. Tren. p. 416. - 

That the Biſhop was choſen by the Sufrages or Yotes of the 
people he took the charge of ,(») and (as was faid be- 
tore) adminiſtred Churchzcenſures 1n the preſence of his Flock, 


whoſe judgment he conſulted (0 :.) That Presbyters did bur ſe'- 
dom preach publick!y in the two or three firſt Ages, except in 


Alexanaria or ſome tew Churches that had Presbyters of more 

than ordinary Learning and Abilities; Chry/oftom's preaching 

at Antioch, and Auſtin's at Hippo, while -Presbyters are noted 

as unuſual ; Thit every City had irs Biſhop, is granted; by all ; 

(and 'Dr. Z/ammond and G1 otius 60a many had two, nay, ſome 
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had more, as might appear by many inſtances, were it needful.) 
And every Town of any bign:1s was then ca''ed nav, or City, 
and the number of Chriſtians did not of a lorg time even in 
the larger Cities exceed that of our larger Pariſhes. Nor were 
Biſh1»s confin'd to Cities or Towns ; for the Countrey Villa- 
ge> (where there were any tolerable number of Chriſtians to 
m'ke a Church or Congregation) had long their Biſhops alſo, |: 
who were not. put down till Ambition had begun to deprave 
the Church, and' for a reaſon agreeable to the humour of thoſe 
that did it, »e vi/eſcar nomen Epiſcopi (p ): If we conſider the 
nearneſs of Epifcopal See's of which we read many that were 
much nearer one another than our Market-Towns, perhaps 
one, two, or a few more miles diſtant (q) : If we obſerve al 
the ſmall inconfiderable p'aces that were the See's of many f.- 
mous ancient Biſhops, not kalf ſo big as our leſſer ſort of P:- 
riſhes (7): If we conſider the vaſt number of Piſhops men- 
tioned within a narrow compaſs of- ground. 

(a) See Cypr. Ep. 68 forecired, and many' more teſtimonies 
in Baxter's Church Hiſtory,& Anſwer to S7i/lingfi. from p.128 | 
td 132. and in Blondel de Fure plebis, Gr, (o) Sec Blandel, ibid. | 
(p Y Concil. Laod. Can. 57. (q) Yo givea few inſtances; In Pa» {| 
leſtine, Dieſpolis or Lydda was but ſix miles from Joppa, Joppa | 
four miles or FJanmia ; Rhinceornea four- miles from Anthe- 
do, and Anthedon not three miles from Gaza, aud Gaza twenty 
farlongs from Conſtantia ( anciently called Majuma).” So'in £- 
gvpt, Nicopolis was twenty furlongs from Alexandria, and 7z- 
Rofiris, Canopas, Heraclia and Naxcratis not much farther from 
one another ; and yet all theſe Epiſcopal See's (r). Mr. Thorr- 
dike Right of Churches reviewed, tells-us, p. 53. that in Africa 
Biſhops were ſo plentiful, that every good Viliage muſt needs 
be the Seat of an Epiſcopal Church ; and the African Church, 
as Dr. Stillingfieet tells us, ren. p; 373: longeſt retain'd the pris 
mitive ſimplicity and humility. 

Binnius tells us of Sytreſter calling together 284 Biſhops, of 

which 139 were out of /ome, or not far trom it. A Council of 
/ Da at Carthage had 270 Biſhops (as Au/?:ntells us, Ep.68). 
i6nthe year 208, and yer they were the ſmallernumber, and 
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complain'd of Perſecution. Zitor. Vric: in Perſec: Vand. 16- 
quaints us that in that part ot 4fr.ca 660 Bithops fled beſides 
the great number murcer<d and unpriloned and many toiers- 
ted, The 6:4 Provincial Council of Carthage had 2 17 Biſhops. 
And to give an inſtance of later date which we are more ca 
pab'e to dye of, even Patrick is ſaid to have founded here in 
freland 36g © hurches, ordain'd ſo many Biſhops beſides 300p 
Preſbyters. Vſher de Ecclef: Brit. Primord. p. 950. If we add 
hereto the late date of Par:ſh:s as diſtinguiſhed from the Bi- 
ſhops Church, ( The Government of the Cathedrall by the Bi- 
ſhop with the Dean, and chapters being a Rekt of the ancient 
Epiſcopal Government ) From thee evidencies (and many 
more might be added ) duly weigh'd, Wee may eaſily ju 


| what the anciem: Churches and Biſhops were. A primitive Bj- 


ſhop had no m>re then one Church,or aſſembly capable of per- 
ſonal Communion under his Charge, which he rut d with the 
joynt concurrence of his Presbyters or Elders. he firft that 
ſer up more Aſſemblies under one Biſhop were Rome and Alex- 
andria, and no other Church can be prov'd to have done. fo 
for near 300 years nor many Churches for 4 or 5 hundred, 
And even thoſe Aſſemblies did but long make up one commu» 
nicating. Church, and were but to the Biſhops Church as 
Chappels of eaſe are to our larger Pariih Churches. But for: 
Dioceſan Churches and Biſhops, tis evident from theſe few re» 
marks, That they are entire ſtrangers to the primitive Church 
11 its firſt and pureſt Ages. 'Twas only Ambition ( ſtriving to 
modell the Eccleſiaſtical Government by the- Civil) char firſt 
oave riſe to them, and from the ſame ambition in the Empire, -. 
ſprung up Metropolitans, Patriarks and Popes, (The laſtof theſe | 
long claiming only a- Primacy of order among the reſt of the 
Biſhops in the Empire, for which Conſtantinople long vy'd with 
them, tis but of laze they have emprov'd their pretenſions into 
2 clainrof Supremacy over the Catholick Chureh as the, Yicars 
of Chriſt ) And 'cis too obſervable in Church Hiſtory that as 
rhe Seats of Biſhops ſwelFd and their power enc Dy eng ro 
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t8'd and loſt, and the Church miſcrabiy deprav'd by the cor- 
ruption of it, as well as divided by the Contenttons of aſpiring 
Bithops about their primacy and uſurped power, 

If you d: fire further fatisfaQtion on this head, I referr you to 
Mr. Baxters Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy who in the 24. part 5, 6,7: 
chs has given as Sitistaftory an account of the anciznt Epils 
copacy as can beexp*Ced of any matter of tat at that diſtance 
The few ſlender exceptions prodic'e by Dr. Stil/ingfl. in; his 
@axreaſon. of Seper: (which yet do not reach the two fir{t Cen- 
turies ) are ſoclearly invalidated and expos'd by Mr. Baxters 
Aniwer to Dr: St. p. 100, ro1, &c. and by Mr. Clerkſon in his, 
No evidence of Dioceſau Churches iv Antiq: Ge: tht I hall 
take it for granted that, Dicceſan Biſhops and Churches are 
Strangersto Antiquity, and ſhall look on that cauſe as deſperate 
and loſt, unleſs tome of its Patrons cou'd diſprove that full 
MNream of evidence he has Lrought againſt it from the moſt an-' 
cient Chriſtian writers in the toremention'd Treatiſe. There 
are few conſiderable defencers of Prelacy, whoſe writings he 
has not animadverted on. 

And tis ſtrange to obſerve, how farr the moſt of them mis 
Nake the true ſtate of the controverſie, Some goabout to prove 
a ſort of general ſuperintendents ArcheBiſhops, or M-tropolitans 
whohad ſome infpeQionover the Biſhops of particular Church- 
es within their Province, and preſided in-their Synods, bur did 
not put down the Government and exerciſe of ChurchzDiſcis 
pline in thoſe particular Churches, as it this were a proot of 
thoſe Dioceſan Biſhops that do caſt out all Government and ex- 
erciſe of Diſcipline by the Biſhops or Paſtors of particular 
Churches, and pretend to be the ſole Paſtors of the Diocels. 
And yet the juriſdiftion of ſuch Metrepolitans, is of no very 
ancient date, and quite contrary to the judgment of Cypriar, 

' who diſowns any Biſhop of Biſhops, and owns only Biſhops or 

"Overſcers of Flocks or Churches, Others take a great deal of 


©pains to prove the ſtated prefidency of one ( by the name of 
' Biſhop) in a Conſeſſus or Bench of Presbyters, who had but all 


one Communicating Church under their charge, which is not 


Ldeny'd to have begun early in the Church as a Remedy of 
| Schi/m, 
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Schiſm. But that difference of B//bop and Presbyters, when both 
were but joynt-rulers of a Congregation, is ſo far from being 
a proof of modern pre'acy, that ſ.ch Dioceſan Biſhops have put 
down the primitive Pariſh-Biſhops, and monopoliz'd the pow- 
er of many ſcore, or hucdreds of ſuch Biſhops to themſelves, 
and thereby rendred trut Church-government imprafticable. 
Nay that very difference b-twixt tt.e &:ſhop and Presbyters of 
a particular Church, ſeems to have had at's riſe wholly in the 
notorious diſparicy of his gitts, learning, age, Oc. above the 
reſt, but was never eſteemed by them a pa in office or 
power, nor is it aſcrib'd to any highcr Original chen Kuman 
Conſtitution by F-rome, Autm. Ambroſe, Sedultas, Vrinahns, 
Chryſoſtom, T heodoret, &c. not to mention © (der writers. 

It then Ordinarion belong to Scriptural! Buthops, and ſuch 
be the Paſtors of particular Churches, /t. none elle did ord in 
in the Priminve Church 1 its. pureſt Ages Then a! th Þ.. 
ſhops have that p»wer. Nor indeed have any powerto or. a4, 
but on the accouut of their being ſuch Seriprural Bifh- 5. » he 
office of Dioceſan Prelates being, a manifeit Ulurpation w rh 
Church which had it's riſe in human Ambition, 'I hut Utu ps 
tion cannot righttul:y deprive the true Biſhops or Fatlors v1 
that power of Chu:ch-government, which is as e{ſ-atial . tro 
their office as the power of teaching or being guides 110 wor= 
ſhip. And whatever may te {11d tor Pariin-Biſhops, jubmitung 
for peace fake, to the uſurpation of a Dyoceſan, ( ex: gr. when 
he claims the ſole power of Ordination ) where the true cnds 
of it areiattain'd, yet they have no reaſon to ſubmit to it, when 
Dioceſan Biſhops ſha!l ſo abuſe that uſurped power as to core 
rupt and deprave the Miniſtry by impoſing fintul terms, and 
hazard the ruin of Sou's by neg'efing to provide a number of 
faithful Paſtors ſuitable ro their real neceſſities. The Ordinati- 
en therefore of the Paſtors or Biſhops of particu!ar Church. $- 
1smore agreeable to the holy Scripture and. primitive Antiqut- 
ty, andconſequently more unexceptionably Falid then that-ot 
a ſingle Dzoceſan. 

From whence it follows, That the ordination of Paſtors in 
the Presbyterian Churches- is Yalid; b:caule either they are 
ordain'd 


(48) | 
ordain'd by Dioceſan Biſhops, who had power tc ordain-0n the 
account of that office they have in common with /criprural 
Bilhops, rho they bave none as D/0c eſan ; or they are ordain'd 
by a concurrence of ſcriptural Brihops, to whoſe office the 
-power of Ordination was ai:next Ly divine Inſtitution, and 
and cannot be alienated by any hxwane ulurpatien. For Chriſt 
has given none power to change his Inliiturions. Nor can 
the wil of the Ordainers debar his Officers from any part of | 
that Authority which his Charter conveys torthem And if 
the validity of @rdinarion by tuch ſcripiural Biſhops be deny'd, 
a Charch had no ordained Miniltcrs tor a Century or two at 
caſt, 
Having laid down theſe Notions about Mzſſon, I come to 
examine D: M's Queſt's. 
Queſt: x: What prieſthood or holy Orders had the firſt Refor- 
mers, but what thzy received from the hands of Roman Cathe. 
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Roman Church), and their Qua'ifications -for ſo neceffary a 
work were a lufficient /ignification oft the will of Chriſt rhat 
they thould undertake ir. For the precept about the ordinary 
regular way of Admiſſion to the Miniſtry did not oblige 
where it cou'd not belawfully o:ſerved and where there vas 
afar greater neceſſity ofa pure untainted Miniſiry then of that 
poſitive point of Order. For elſe on ſuppoſiticn, no Pai 0/5 had 
cabraced the Reformation, T he people. who did, woud have 
beea obliged to have lived like A: he:sts without publick wor- 
ſhip. 
: Q: Who authorized the first Reformers to preach their 
Protestant Deftrine, ana adminiſter their Proteſtant Sas aments2 
Anſw. It does not belong to the Greainers to cutermine 
what DoQtrine the perſon ordained ſþali preach, but to ( hriſt 
who has determined that matter already. And thcretore if 
the Doftrine which our firſt Reformers preachr, and the $a- 
craments they adminiſtred be Chriſt's, as Mr. X. well argues, 
tis ridiculous to ask who authoriz'd them to preach the one, 
or adminiſter the other. Chri/t did; and no men can autho«- 
rize any to preach any other Doctrine, or adminiſter ary other 
Sacraments. The Biſhops or Prieſts in the Rowan Church had 
no right or M:ſion from Chriſt to preach Popi/h Doftrine, or 
adminiſter Popi/h Sacraments, or celebrate Pop:/b Wor ſhip ſo. 
far as theſe are contrary to the DoQtrine, Sacraments, and Wars: 
ſhip contain'd in the Golpel, Theſe were grols corrwprzons of 
their office ; and therefore when any of' them embrac'd the, 
Reformation, when they begun to preach the. Gotpel.:more, 
purely, and to celebrate divine Worſhip more..tree from the. 
ido atrous and ſuperſtitious mixtures that hag-prevail'd in x. 
Roman Choe, they mes armed Wc tO jt (gat 
parg'd'it from that wretched degravareon.... Ard in,phus: - 
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For the zd and 4th Qu, I ſhall joyn them. 
Whether Cranmer and h1s Aſſociates could condemn the Charch 
of Romic by pretence of the Misfion they recerved from her Bi. 
Pops. If i whether a Presbyterian Miniſter having - ecrived 
Orders from a Proteſtant B ſhop, can by wvertue of juch Orders 
Pronounce the C hurch of England a corrupt Church > 

" [isevident borh theſe Qoctions are founded on this ridi- 
culous fancy,. that the perſon Ordained is obliged: to.conform 
his Miniſtrations to the judgment or humour ot the Ordaihers, 
*Fis true indeed, if in any Church, the Miniſters that are Or+ 
dained be obliged to ſubſcribe a Conteion of Faith, or obſerve 
any publick Rules in ther Worſhip, they ought nor to be 0r- 
aain'd on tlieſe terms, it they think any thing in the Doctrine 
6f that Church, or the Ru'es of its worſhip contrary to the 
Dodrine of Chriſt, or the Goſpel Rule of Worſhip. Much 
teſs ſhould they enter into rhit o6/igation with a deſiyn to: 
break it afterwards. Tins were odivus difſimu ation. ' Bur if 
any have been 9rdain'd'in a Church that has oblized them to 
fubſcribe certain Articles of Faith, and Rulesot Worſhip, which 
at their Ordrnation they had no ſcraple againſt, and ſhal! upon 
deeper ſtudy find many of thoſe Artic'es were groſs and dan« 
gerous Frrors, and: thoſe Rules of Worſhip ido/atrous or ſus 
perflibrous, thev are not obliged to preach thoſe Errors, or pra» 
ice thoſe Rules againſt the diftztes of their own conicience, 
Nay, if thoſe errors and corruptions endanger the f(alvation'of 
their Flock, they ought ro preach againſt them, and warn fouls 
of their danger. ' And not to do'this, is to betray thoſe ſouls, 
to deſert the cauſe and teſtimony of chr, and fail of thit 
fidelity he expects in the diſcharge of their office. They ought. 
to do all in their ſphere towards a Reformation ; and if they 
fhould be ſuſpended for the doing'thit which Chrif has made 
their duty, the /aſpenfion is unjiift and ww as being oppoſite to. . 
the laws and intereſt of Chri/?, and is indeed a RebeZron againſt 
him. If therefore the'Dottrines and Worſhip of the. Roman: 
Church were pernicious, and' endangered the ſaivation ot ſouls, . 
and our Reformers had juſt ground to account them ſuch, they 
were bound by the laws of Chriſt to preach againſt them, «and 
: warn 
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warn the people of them, and in their /phere attempt a Refor- 
Mition. Nor wou'd any ſu/pe/fon or excommunication of thoſe 
Popiſh Biſhops that Ordais'd them, juſtify their deſerting the 
Miniſtry, and betraying the intereſt of Chr;/t and ſouls, A 
they might do this without aſſuming any Authority over the 
Church of Rome ; they only refuſed [ubjeftion to her: anju/t im- 
poſitions. And ſo may Presbyterian Miniſters refuſe ſubjeQion 
to the fir fill impeſitions of thofe Prelates that Ordain'd them, 
and arc not obliged to lay down their Office when ever ther 
Ordaizers ſha\l unuſtly filence them, as we proved tefore. 

But Mr, F. t perceive likes not this. Anſwer, and therefore 
chooſes to juſtify the Church of Engl. upon narrower grounds; 
And thlierefore 17 his Rep'y to theſe Queſtions, .. or 

:. He prants that, A | resbyter or Biſhep ought a't to preach 
azainſt the Ceuſtirution of the Church whereof they are Meme 
bers. | 

2. He alerts, 7h/s was not the Refermers Caſe, and therefore 
he founds the /aw/alne/5 of the Retormation entirely upoa its 
| being made by the Convocation, in whom he ſuppoles the J«- 
preme Church-Government lodged in this Nation. «(+ 01, 

Had Mr: X, only argued, that the Reformation in Exg/and 
was not only /awfa!, but efteed in the moſt rega/ar way with 
the concurrence of the Civil Magiſtrate upon the advice of fo, 
conſiderable a part of. the Clergy ; none . could have  blam'd 
him, tor taking in all the conſiderations that prove the Refors 
mation in, £:g/and to have been the moſt pexceprionghl ICs: 
gular and OnRely. But that. in his eager zeal to de _ the; 
Prelates of the Charch of England in fencing their brethren he. 
ſhould make ſuch a Conce/fon to the Papiſts. as may be- uſed as. 

gainſt the Reformation clſewhere. with ſo great advantage, was 
| not ingenuous. But we muſt excuſe him that he had. rather 
wound the Refermed Churches abroad, than, not _gratify; his. 
ſplecn againſt the Presbyterians at home, and car'd not,whom; 
he made Schiſmaticks, provided he faſtned that chargQer;ionm 
his Brethren. Garda aſl $ uot 

Let us therefore ex1mine this Corceſſion.,of his, | p; 27-14 | 
Presbyter er Biſhop ought net to preach again,i the Conſtitution Ir 
H 2. - of. if 
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of that Church of which they are members. The reaſon he gives 
is, Becauſe there 1s a regalar way wherein they may endeavour a 
Reformation. viz. If they find any thing amiſs in her Dottrine or 
Diſcipline, they may make their application for the redreſs of it to 
thoſe that have power to reform it, but muſt not preſume, belyg 
ſutjefs, to u/urp their Governors power. 

Burt what if their Governors refuſe to reform, and filence 
thoſe that defire, or in their own ſphere attempt it 2 All the 
anſwer is, 

But if ſuch a Biſhop or Presbyter be cenſur'd and ſuſpended,he 
is thereby diſcharg'd from the execution of his Office, and he muſt 
no more make a Schiſm to regain it, than one muſt make a Rebel. 
tion in the State to regain a Civil Office, This we urge, and I 
think with reaſon againfl the Presbyterians and other Sets among 
us, that either have no Ordination or appointment to their Offices 
from the Church of Eng/and or Ireland, or elſe abuſe the power 
againſt her, which was once given them by her, and from which 
they are again legally ſuſpended. And as we urge this againſt 
them, ſo likewiſe againſt D. M. &c. 

Let us briefly conſider the Conſequences of this Conceſſion, 
and the grounds of it. 

1; Its Conſequences. 

The firſt Proze/tant Paſtors in France, and moſt other parts 
of Europe were before the Reformation members of thoſe Chur- 
ches ws oe they lived, and ſubje@ to their Governors ; they 
had received Ordination by the hands of Popiſh Prelates. God 
was pleaſed fo to bleſs their ſtudies, and Tearch after truth,that 
they begun to diſcover abundance of groſs ang pernicious er- 
rors in the Dodrine, and a wretched mixture of /dolatry and 
Superſtition in the worſhip of the Church they lived in. What 
ſhould they do? they were but particular Presbyters, and there- 
fore ſhould not according to Mr. X's principle preach againſt 
the Conſtitution of the Church which gave them their Office. Ma- 
ny of them try'd his remedy ; they repreſented theſe things to 
their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, as Luther to the Archbiſhop of 
Mentz, and the Biſhop of Brandenburg, and the Pope himſelt. 
Bur they ſoon learnt by dear experience, how weed the _ 

of 
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of Rome was to any Reformation, and how little it was to be 
expetted from the Pre/ates, who cher had no wil, or no cous 
rage to attempt a Reformarion againſt the will of the Pope. 
Luther and a'l his f-Zowers in ſtead of prevailing with thoſe 
that had the condudt of the Church were. excommanicated- as 
Hereticks. Now according to Mr. &'s princip'e, theſe-Refor- 
mers being cenſured and ſuſpended by the Prelates to whom they 
were ſubject, were diſcharged from the execution of their Office, 
and ſhculd no more have made a Schiſm in the Church to regain 
it, than one muſt make a Rebellion in the State to regain a Crvil 
Offce.. And ſince they did not deſert their Office, but went 
on to preach againſt the Conſticutian of the Romi/ſh.Charch, 
and the will of their Superiors the Popiſh Prelates; they were 
no better than Schiſmaticks and Church-Rebels ; Nay, if his 
Notion of the Cazholick Church be true, the people that ſepa« 
rated from the Popiſh Prelates, and adher'd to their excominu» 
nicated Paſtors, ccaſt to be members of the body of Chriſt, 
And how great a part of the Reformed Churches and their 
Paſtors fall under this heavy charge? And will Mr. X. own all 
theſe unavoidable conſequences upon mature deliberation ? 
What it we ſhouid once more have a Popr/h Convocation in 
England, and theſe ſhould reſtore the Romi/h Religion, and ſuf- 
pend a'l the preſent Pariſtz Miniſters ( whom Mr.#. thinks now 
' lawful Paſtors), According to his Principle they being but Preſ+ 
byters, and the Biſhops Subjefs, mult not preach againſt the Con« 
ſtitution of the Church of England, declaring her zadgmeat; by 
a Convocation in whom the ſupreme Government of the Church 
is body d; they muſt therefore ceafe their Miniſtry, and no more 
make a Schiſm by the exerciſe of it, than they muſt make a Rea 
bellion in the State to regain a Civil Office. Nay, to ſeparate 
from ſuch Governors ot the Church of England, will prove 
thoſe that do it no Catholick members of the Church, The fame 
principles may be apply'd to the Arrians, who got Imperial 
Councils, and conſequently the Government of the Imperial 
Church into their hands, and tor ſuch Paſtors as Athazafins to: 
preach againſt Arrianiſm which was then the Do@rine of the 
Church was Schiſm and ChurcheRebe/lion ;, In a word, ay x 
nig 
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ding to theſe Principles, *Tis in the power of a Convocation 
ro damn many thouſand ſouls by ſ«{perdixg an Orthodox, and 
Subſtituting 2 corrupt Miniſtry ; and for thoſe Orthodox Pa- 
ſtors when ſuſpended to endeavour their ſalvation by the exs 
erciſe of their Miniſtry, 'is to Le” Schi/matichs and Churcls 
Rebels, And” what is this leſs than to fet'up the wil of ſuch 
ChurchwGovernors above the wil? and laws of Chriſt, above 
the Salvation of Soals, and above the /vtere/t of Truth axd Hos 
lineſs. Therefore, 

3. Let us examine the Gro:»45 of this ſtrange Aſſertion, viz, 
Becauſe there'is a regular way for reforming abuſes, An for pars 
gicalar-Prexbyters to do it againſt the will of the Biſhops whoſe 
Swhjets they are, is [ike reforming abuſes in the (tate, in ſpight 
of the King, a remedy generally worſe then the diſeaſe, Oc. 

Ani. 1: All that theſe rea'ons prove 1s, that Reformation 
ſhou'd be firſt ſought by humble addreſling to our Supcriors. 
But Mr. X. plain!y leaves it impoſlible if they retufe. 

z. They are founded on this wretched miſtake, that rhe 
Authority of Biſhops in rhe Chu: does refembie that of a 
Xing in the State,and fo to reform abuſes in theChurch againſt 
their will, is like reforming abuſes in the State, in ſpight of 
the Xing. Whereas tis Chrifr's Authority in the Church that 
does reſemble the Xing'sin the State. Ard therefore ithe wou'd 
rightly ſtate the compariſon, it runs thus ; Chriſt the King of 
his Church, requires all his Offcers to preach the pure DoQtrine 
and adminiſter the pure inſtitutions deliver'd in his Goſpel 
(which is his univerſal law, ) Let us ſuppoſe, there are in this 
or that particular part of rhe Church dangerous corruptions 
crept in, The law of Chriſt obliges theſe his officers to diſown 
them and reform them, but the Mayor part of theſe will nor, 
but preſume to ſilence thoſe that do it according to his com- 
mand. Now the Que/!: is whether thoſe that obey the command 
of Chriſt te the Pebe!ls againſt him, or thoſe that neither will 
obey his commands themſelves, nor allow others to do ſo. One 

wor'd think, that ſuch as refuſe to reform and ſilence all that 
in their own place attempt it, according to the tenour of their 
Commiſion, are {:ke to prove the Church Rebells. But no 
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doubt the Paſtors of a Chine.: may diſown-and efcommnani- ' 
cate one that abuſes his office to the. perverting:; the Church, 
and for him to conti1u* to p'rvert the Church by ſuch males ade 
miniſtration 1s to Rebe/lagaintt Chriſt and hisiaws. The charge 
ot Rebellion therefore muſt ariſe tr>mthe vio'ation of Chbrift's 
Authority, not mens, which.the Major part of Paſtors may be 
guilty of in a Nation as well as the leſſer. 

2 He ſeems to confound a private and a publick Reformas 
ti00. © M3 01 

4. The [Reaſon given, why a Biſhop- or Presbyrer wheh 
cenſur'd, is diſcharg d from his Office, viz." Becauſe t# regarh it 
is like making a Rebellion v0 regam 'a Civil Office does ſuppoſe 
two great miſtakes. h 

r. That the Ordainers give a Spiritual office in the Church 
as the Xing gives a Civil office in the Szate; And this is no 
leſs a miſtake then ro-ſer the Ordainers in the place of Chriſt. 
Tis his Charter gives the ſacred office as the #ing's does' the 
Civil, and the Ordainers do but for orders'fake approve "and 
ecremonially inveſt the perſon as the Recorder does rhe: Mayor 
ofa Town whom the Burgheſſes chooſe, And herein Mr.' X. ſeems 
to own that very error which is the ground of all Mr: #fs im- 
pertinent Queſtions. | | | wn 

2. He ſuppoſes, that the B;/bops who ordain Presbyrers, have 
equal power to depoſe them: from their Miniſterial »ffice as the 
Xing has to rake awiy 4 Civill Commiſſion. And thus, (p: 27.he 
te'ls us, 7hat tÞ+ preſent Diſſenters were the Biſhops ſubjetts,.ac> 
cemitablh to them as their Superiors, tnd Tiable to be diſcharg'dl 
from their office, and the bentſits of the Communion'of the Churth 
by their Cenſure. , 1+ 11S%n 1-980; 

Whereas Tis plain, that it is the Charter of Ch-zft gives the 
facred otfice as the King's does'the Civil; And: as none can take 
= 'Commiſſon given by the Xing to'any* Subje,-but by - 
the King's orders and Chis So none can take away: thas 
ſpiritual Commiſſion Chiriſt ks given! any officer/in his Church 
bur by his orders. But now he has givetinone leave or Authority 
to depoſe his btficers , but for evident 2ale-attmineſtration, ns 
preaching  Hereſe,'groſs ſcandal, Ge. And fin any og, 
Church, 


. either Schiſmat;cks or Church- Rebels, and the charge is li vl 
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- Church, The Major number ot Yaltors ſhou'd depoſe the M4. 
or for doing their duty, or without a juſt cauſe, their doing 
1a is, a40ld and'wicked uſurpation, for which they may ex. 
.-p<&itheir Lord will call them to an account, as he threatens 
the: evil ſervant, who wnmindfull of his Lord's coming, begun 
to ſmzte bis fellow ſervants, 24. Matth. 48, 49: But for the 
innocent Paſtors thus wrongtully depoſed, to diſobey their 
uſurping depolers, is to ebey Chriſt, who never werranted 
them to detert their office, and b:rray Souls, becauſe they 
are unjuſtly forbidden to do what his charter his made their 
duty* *'Tis:therefore the wnjuft depoſers are the Rebells againſt 
Chriſt, and their «ſwrpation is, as it the Mayor of a County town 
ſhou'd without any orders from the King, preſume to turn out 
all the Mayors of the particular Corporations in that County at 
his own plealure ; and I imagine the XA'z7g wou'd 1a all proba- 
bility take him for the Rebell who wou'd thus under pretence 
of his Authority, uſurp & power never given him, and exerciſe 
it to the violation of lus Charter, and the L aws of the Land. 
This is the true Nate of the Caſe, and Mr. &'s miſtakes about 
it are ſo palpable, that 'tis a wonder how a man of his judgment 
cou'd tall into them, And I muſt needs add here, that as the 
Diſſenters were never the Biſhops Subjefts as they are any ofs 
ficers of Chri#, aad Mr, # will never prove them to be fo; 
So they will be more atraid of ſubmitting to their «/urpation, 
if they arrogare to themſelves ſuch an unlimited power of de- 
poſing his undoubted officer:, particular, Church Biſhops, and 
claim a blind obedience to their depofing Sentence, be it right 
or wrong, And 'us but fidelity to our Lord, to difown ſuch 
palpable and dangerous uſurpation. . 
The. grounds then of Mr. #”s principles being falſe, they 
wiil not ſerve him to. condemn the Presbyterian Miniſters as 


to fail heavy on-t4o/e that pretum'd to ſuſpend them 

tbe known laws of Ghrift, trom | whom they received thet 

Commiſſion. Mr, #. very. gravely.takes for granted, whar he 

will never prove, + |, | es 

© That: the Convecation are by the laws of Chriſt, the Su- 
d 11!) | preme 
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preme Governours of all the Chriflians in Frglayd. ww 
%. That either the Convecat:on did juſtly, accerding to tÞe 
laws of Chriſt, ſu/pend the Nonc nf rming Miniſters, 'or that 'au 
abſolute obedience, vas Vue to their Cenſure whether jſt or unjul, 
c. He ralces it for granted, That the Convocation, are by the 
Laws of Chriſt, the ſupreme Gevernours of all the Chriſtians in 
Encland. 
Docs not Mr, X. know, that the Divires of his own Church 
are not agr-e:1 2bout this marter. 1 he Reverend Dr. Stiling: 
when poſed Ly Mr. Baxter about this Queſt. Who 
way the Ecclefraſtic al gruerning Head of the Church Uureas: of 
of Eng land, as one body pelitick, coes very fairly de- — _ 
ay that the Church of England has any ſuch Zead | 
or Reg-nr part, nay denies the neceſſity of ſuch an ZXead. . So 
that a-c-rding to bin, the Church of Englard can be no Po- 
liticall Church made up of a Governing and a governed part; 
And conſ:quently all the noife of it's Government Conſtitutions 
and Laws as ſuch a politicall Church, 1s at an end. But now 
Mr. X. comes and te!ls us without Scruple, 7hat the ſupreme 
Government of our Church, has always been in a National Couns 
cel or convscation of eur Clergy, It ſo, 1 wou'd gladiy know gwhe- 
ther Mr. X: does think that the laws or Canons of a Convoe 
cation, wou'd cb'ize the Conſciences of all the Chriſtians in 
England, tlio they were not enafted and ratifizd by the civi!l 
Authority 2 It they wou'd nor, *tis evident, that the Church of 
England has no Ecciefiaſtical Head of Government , becauſe 
none that can mzke laws obligatory to all the Chriſtians in Eng- 
land; And ſo the Convocation are but the King's Ecclefraſtical 
Council ( which is indeed the true Notion of Jane) to adviſe 


—bim what Laws he ſha! eſtabliſh by c:vil Authority, relating 
' to Church Government. It he ſay, the Canons of the: Core 


vocation wou'd oblige, whether. the civil Authority ratified 
them or no; I ask Quo jure. Ailoblipation ro obey any Church- 
governors as ſuch, muſt ariſe from the c:mmand of Chrif., Now 
where has he commanded, that in. every Natien fuch a ſmg/ 
part of the Clergy, as our Convocation cenfilts of, ſhall be 
ſupreme Governours of all the 7eff. When perhaps, they are - 

is [ unfit 
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ankit to repreſent the judgracat of all the Paſtors (not to men. 
tion the people) in England, as ihe Council of Trent all the 
Churches in Earote. | am confident, beſides rhe 2000 ſilenced 
Miniſters, the far greater part of the Conforming Clergy would 
never have conſented to a'l the late excommunicating Canons, 
had tir Vote been requird. And the chicf members of rhe 
Convocation are fo far nach being Chriſt's Officers, that I de- 
{pr thr ever defending, the lawtuineſs, and much more the 
divine r yh. of their Office againſt Mr. Baxter's Arguments 
in :3is forclatd Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, Neither the light of na« 
ture, nor general laws of Scripture wou d ſuggeſt ſuch an Af. 
ſ.inbly as the governing Head of the Church of England. A 
dily :1'R-d Synod of Paſtors in a Nation to endeavour the 
neareſt Unity and Concord of the particular Churches (zs far 
as 'tis to be expected on earth) by their amicable conſultations 
we grant to be moſt deſirable and eligible wherever it may be 
had ; and the j:dz;ment of ſuch a Synod ſhould be comply'd 
with. in all things not repugnant to the word of God, But 
we cannot fay ſo of an Aſlembly compos'd chiefly of men, 
whoſe Office is not only an Uſurpation, but ſuch as renders 
true Church-government impoſſible, and whoſe intereſt and 
grandure inclines them to keep up the diviſions and corrupti- 
ons Which they have made. And to ſuch a Convocation s be- 
ing entruſted by Chriſt with the National Church-goverament, 
which Mr. X. is pleaſed to aſſert, I oppoſe the jucgment of the 
truly learned Archbiſhop V/her which he often proteſt ro Mr. 
Baxter, Viz. That Church-Councils are not for Government, but 
for Unity ; Not as being in order of Government over the ſeve- 
ral Biſhops, but that by conſultation they may know their duty 
more clearly, and by agreement maintain Unity, and to that end 
they were anciently celebrated, 

2, Mr, XK. takes it for granted alſo, That either the Convue- 
cation did juſtly according to the laws of Chriſt ſuſpend the Non- 
conforming Miniſters, or that thoſe Miniſters were bound however 
td obey their ſentence, whether right or wrong. 

For the f7r/t, 1f he will indeed prove their ſilencing to have 
bren juſt, z, e. that the Non: conforming Miniſters were guilty 
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of ſuch male-adminiſtration as forfeited their office, and war- 
ranted the Prelates by the laws of Chriit to depoſe them, 1 will 
aſſure him, they will quit their office rather than rebel againſt 
Chriſt, or any juſt depoſing ſentence cf men. But I have ab 
ready prov'd the ſentence to be unjuſt: And the fileacing ſuch 
a number of Miniſters on ſuch grounds, was a crime of, that 
nature, that I would in charity to Mr. &. warn him to draw 
the guilt of it no further on his own head, by uncertaking to 
juſtify or defend ir. 


For the Second, That theſe Miniſters, tho unjuſtly ſuſpended; 
were bound to otey the ſentence, is to give the ſulpendes the 
ſame abſolute Authority c'aim'd by Pop(ſh Prelates and Coun» 
cils; and on the ſame grounds, all the Proteſtant Minis 
fters in France and other Reformed Churches were tound to 
ceaſe their Miniſtry when firſt ſuſpended by Popith Prelates, 
and fo their Reformation was only founded on Church-Rebel.on. 
Nay, if tlits be true, it will be in the power of a Convocation 
in Englard by impoſing ſuch finful terms of Church-Commus» 
nion as few of the peop!e dare ſubmit to, and ſilencing all the 
Paſtors that will not approve of them, to oblige the greateſt 
part of the Nation to live without the publick worſhip of God 
(as the Popes did ſometimes thus interdif a whole Kingdom). 
And he that can believe this, may next be perſwaded, that 
Chriſt has put the power of Jamaing men into the hands of a 
Convocation, and the people muſt not endeavour their own' 
falvation againſt the will of ſuch a Convocation, tho even the 
Apoſtles themſelves had no power but for Edification: 


4 Queſt. Whether an Af of Parliament be not as good in 
France, Spain, or Germany for the Popiſh Religion, as in Eng- 
land for Proteſtancy ? 


Anſw. Mr. &. juſtly ſaith, that 'tis not ſufficient the Power 
which eſtabliſhes a Religion be competent, and the methods 
of ſettling it reguar ; bur *tis likewiſe neceſſary the Religion 
it ſelf be true, p. 3 3. No Ts can juſtly eſtabliſh a = 
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Religion, b« cauſe Cod nas given no man pore? to contradict 
his Revelation and Laws. And tho ſikjedtion ie due to the 
Mapiſtrate, yet his Authority cannor 0511ze us to formal ole. 
dience, when he commands vs to profets Frror, or practice 
ta'le Worthip, er forbids us to conje;s with the mouth what we 
believe with the heart to ſalvation 

The only Queſt. here is, Whether the Popilh or the Prote-. 
Nant Religion be the more” agreeable to the holy Ecriptures 
the only infallib'e Teſt of afl revealed Religion? Whi-h Queſt, 
D: Marby ſheu'd have attempted to reſolve ty coming to the 
merits of the Cauſe, and entring into a particu'ar ciſcuijion of 
the Controverſies betwixt the Church cf Rome and thoſe that 
have embrac'd the Reformation. Had he done this, he might 
have ſpar'd all theſe imperrinent Queflions abour M./7on, which 
are buc as Mr. X. calls them, meer Banzer, ard contriv'd only 
to divert people from a neceſſary enquiry into the principles of 
the Popiſh Religion. 

Oaly there is one paſſage that cccafſionally drops from Mr. 
K's Pen in anſwer to this laſt Queſr, which I would rake nos 
tice cf, p. 33. T7rs one principie of the Chriſtian Religion, that 
the Prefeſſors thereof ought to afſeciate into a bedy, and that 
Chriſt the Author thereof has appointed Governors who are to 
deſcend by ſuccesfion, and that to theſe regularly appointed, due 
obedience is to be paid, as men value the rewards and paniſhments 
of another life. 

'Tis ſtrange to me that Mr. #. ſhon'd think any man able to 
know what he meant by theſe words. 

If he means, that all the Chriſtians throughout the world 

aſt aſſociate in a General Council to ſet vp ſome univerſal 
Oflicers that ſhall govern the Church-Cathol:ck as 2s one po+ 
litical ſociety ſubjeR to them, or that the C hurchsCatholick 
muft become” one body by a {ubj-Rion to any humane Head, 
Pope, Council, cr Colledye of Frelates, this is plainly to ſet up 
a Vice-Chriſt, and to make a humane center of Unity to the 
Catholick Church, which he ſeems honeſtly to diſclaim, p. 55: 
It he mean not thus, why does he ta'k of Governors appointed 
10 this Catholick body; $9 for theſe Governors ——_— by 
ucceſs 
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ſuccoſlion, if he mean that none are lawful Governors but ſuch 
as can plead an uninterrupted ſuccesfi-n of Prelatucal Ordination, 
as Mr. Dedwell ſeems to dream), it wii tence tollow, that '1:s 
4 mcer uncertainty whetiter there be any lawful Guvernors in 
the Church at al! ; and if ſuch Prelates were not K:iown in the 
primitive Church, cither they or the ſuccceding Ayes had no 
lawful Governors. So when he makes obudicnce due to theſe 
Governors, as men vaiue ths rewards or puniſhments of ano» 
ther life; I hope he means obedience to them fo far as they dea 
liver thoſe laws of Chriſt which he enforces with that ſolema 
ſanQion ; and not obedience to every unneeeffary or ſinful ins 
juntion of their own. And I hope he: with got think that 
Chriſt has appointed ſuch our. Governors, whoſe very otfice he 
never 1altiturcd, 

And if the meaning of this fine Princip'e be no more than 
this, that all Chriſtians muit unite in Chriſt as their Head, and 
all eadeavour to live under fuch Paſtors as he has; inſtituted, 
and the Paſtors endeavour all neceſſary Concord by their mu» 
tual conſultations, and be careful to provide ſuch as ſhall ſuc. 
ceed them in the ſame office; and that to diſobey ſuch Paſtors 
when they urge the neceſſary DoQtrines and Laws of Chrzjt; is 
to forleit the rewards, and incurr the puniſhments of another 
life ; then indeed 1 ſee no danger in this Princip'e. But-with- 
out all this allowance and explication, it has a very dangerous 
ſound, and Mr. X. was not aware what uſe D. Manby might 
make of it. | 

For the 2d and 3 Points of Mr. 1's Paper about Auricular 
Conſesfron, and the Catholick Church, Mr. X's Anſer is fo judi- 
cious and clear, (bating a paſſ1ge or two that relate to his ſchiſ. 
matical Notion of the Catholick Church) that I ſhall not necd- 
lefly undertake what he has ſo well pertorm'd. The ſame [ 
may fay concerning his Anſwer to that wiid diſcourſe of the 
Dean's in vindication of the Church of Aome, and accuſation 
of the Reformec', except what Mr. has, p. 79, 80,$8i,82. 
which rans on the miſtakes I have already. anumadverted or, 
And 'tis ſtrange Mr. #. ſhould, p. 8z. quote ; Ph4l, 3.15. to 
tat purpoſe he there does, which may be applied to the quite 
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contrary with far greater advantage, as the Anſwerers of Dr. 
Stilling fleet's Sermon have at large evinc'd. The Pale the A. 
poſtie there ſpeaks of, is, what God! has preſcr:b'd to hs 
Church, not the amreceſſary, and much leſs the frrſul Canons of 
men. And for thoſe that are otherwiſe minded, he leaves them 
to God's in{truftion, and does not immediately go about to 
open their eyes by an excommunicat-on ipſs fatto, much leſs by 
a Writ de Excem. capiendo. And if other Church-governors 
had uſed the ſame forbearance, there had been fewer Schiſms 
and Diviſcons 11 the Chriſtian world. 

For Mr. X's Anſwer to the Zatin Queſtions, there occurrs 
nothing in them diſagreeable to the common Proteſtant Dos 
arine, which does not refer to the forementioned miſtakes. 

Having ( Honoured Sir) offered you my ſenſe of rheſe paſs 
fages in Mr. X's Anſwer, wherein I thought his immoderate 
afteion to a Party perverted his judgment ; I ſhall now put 
an end to this long Letter, by a few reflections on theſe mar- 
ters. 

r. I cou'd heartily wifh Mr. X. and'all that approve theſe 
paſſages in his Book, to conſider ſeriouſly, Wherher they are 
ated by true Chriſtian charity and love, whilſt they deny fo 
many Chriſtian Churches in theſe Kingdoms lving under the 
Paſtoral care of Orthodox and pious Miniſters never ju/tly (i- 
lenc'd, to be any part of the Catholick Church ; and'that upon 
fuch Principles as paſs the ſame hard cenſure on all the Refors 
med Churches that were ſct up as ſeparate from Popiſh Na- 
tional Churches 2 To «nchurch true Churches, is the'rtioſt op- 
poſite to that love which ts the life of Chriſtian Unity, and is 
the higheſt degree of Schi/m. How much more to unchurch 
ſo many, and thoſe ſo eminent for the purity of Faith, Wor- 
ſhip, and Praftice ; nay, for their charity too towards'thoſe 
parts of the Catholick Church that are leſs' pure than them- 
ſelves. I ſhould hearcily rejoyce if any one could ſhew nie any 
Churches on this earth wherein there is a more pure, peace- 
able and credible profeſſion of Chriſtzazity made (as to its ins 

tegrals as well as eſſentials) than in thoſe Reformed Churches 

read, and thoſe at home, which I have here been —_ «4 
deten 
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defend from the Aſſau't of a Proteſtant Divine. I am farr from 
denying our Parith Churches to be rrue parts of the Catbolick 
Chuceh, and I hope all that account themtelves ob'ig d on the 
reafons ſuggeſted in this Paper to frequent other Chriltian 
Socictics do elteem them as ſuch; and own all the credible 
profeſſion of Religion made among them. 1 ho there are ma» 
ny things wherein they cou'd defire them reform'd, eſpecially 
they cou'd with them that liberty of conſenting to their own 
Paſtors which was the general praCtice of the Catholick Church 
in its pureſt Apes,and was confirm'd by the judgment of ſo ma- 
ny Councils ; See Mr. Baxters church Hiſtory paſſim, and his 
Anſw, to Dr. Stillingfl. p. 128, 129, &c; and Blordel, de jire 
plebis, Sc. And they would be glad to fee ſome toleraoiy ex- 
crciſe of that true and godly diſcipline which the Conmonazpr ayer 
book acknowledpgts was praQtic'd in the primitive Church, acid 
the refloration whereof, it ſaith, zx mach to be wiſhed. Bui tie 
miſchief is, tho they have a proſeft aſſent and conſent to this, 
tis only to wiſh it, tor they have ſworn to endeavour no altera« 
tion how deſirable ſoever. 

2 I wou'd hope that long experience will convince ug 
all of the neceſſity of more large aud comprehenſive terms of 
Chriſtian Concord, as farr as that is to be expeCted or atrai- 
n'd on earth. 1 hope the Churches unity, will no more be lay'd 
by Proteſtants on ſuch humane Canons as are not only anne 
ceſſary but contrary to the Churches intereſt and edification. 
Nor the breach of ſuch a finful unity, be branded as Schi/m 
and Churcks Rebellion, Mr. Hales of Eaton and Dr. S:tdling fleet 
( once) were of another mind, and lay'd the charge of Schiſm, 
in all ſuch caſes at the right Door, viz. the Impolers. 

3. Tho I can expe& no perfe& cure of our diviſions ( uns 
leſs the Churches in theſe Nations were cemented on a more 
wide and Catholick foundation, I mean not the ſchiſmatical 
terms ofthe Roman Church) Yet I wou'd humbly propoſeit 
to the Conſideration, both of the ſober. charitable Conformiſts 
and Noxconformiſis, whether ſomething may not be done to 
promote ſome conſiderable degrees of Cpncord even while the: 
differences of our judgment ard predtice-do. remain; C: 

ay 
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© 'May'they not publickly declare, they own each others 'Af. 
ſembies, tor true Chriſtian Churches ? May not their membets 
t0'teſtifir a true Catholick charity maintain occaſional Communs 
nion# ſh:-u'd irnor be own'd ſeifmatical on eizher hand to con» 
fine that'part of Chriſt's Carholick"Church which is in theſe 
Kingdoms to either party ? May not the 'Paſtors own each os 
ther for true Miniſters of the Goſpel,and Paſtors to ſuch as con» 
ſentto their Paſtoral relation 2 ( | ſpeak: 0) tuch es wanit not the 
neceſſary qualifications) May theymor rezoyce in the ſueceſs.of 
each others labours tor promoting that common Intereſt of 
Chriſtianity wherein both are agreeq 2'For ſure that onght to 
be infinitely dearer to us then thenarrow Intereſt of a party, 
or the Intereſt of more dubious Opinions ar:d modes ot Wor- 
ſhip. May they not concur to promote each others juſt eſteem 
and reputation in order tothe ſucceſs of their labours ?' May 
they not maintain a more amicable correſpondence in order to a 
nearer union of their affeRions and it poſiit:le of their 3.-dgment 
and practice too?-May they not forbear unjuſt Ca'umnies and 
reviling language to render each cther odious? May they not 
toveand honour in each other wherever there appears of the 
Image of their I.ord and Maſter his gitrs and graces ? May 
they nor beth joyn in the defence of the Retermed Religion 
upon the common principles wherein the Proteſtant Churches 
2preced? And would not ſo muck of mutualafſcion and concord 
tend more to credit true Religion and ſtrengthen its real Intereſt, 
then the contrary uncharitable narrow and irreconclleable 
Temper? J doubt not but the truly moderate on both ſides are 
a&cd by this truly Catholick and Chriſtian 'Iemper ; And it 
wou'd be a comfortable preſage to theſe Churches to ſee this 
temper more generally diflus'd aud prevalent among us. But 
for thoſe that wiil ſtill fancy Chriſt has every where committed 
the government of his church to Diece/an Prelates and by carho» 
lick Znity mean a /ubjeftion roa\ltheir cannons and cenfſures, 
and make all disobedience to their commands when contrary to 
the commands of Christ, Schiſm and Church Relell:on,Vhey may 
long talk of Catholick Unity and Peacc,But they arenext to the 


Papists the moſt dangerous enemies ot it; For they have too 
| deep 
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d:ep a tinfure of their humour whv make a mighty floile 2- 
bout nity but when we come to enquire where it lies, 
mean a ſubjeion to 4 certain Gent/eqmay tliat dwells at Rome, 
or at beſt to that Clergy who adhere to himin all the corruptions 
of Chriſtian DoQrine worſhip ahd Prafice. FF \ 

Laſtly, wou'd adviſe all of Mr. #”s mind'to confider well the 
Catbolick principles ſuggeſted in this paper (in oppoſition to his 
ſehiſmat c 11 0 the ca/e of a popiſh convocation inEng.or lrel. 
ſhou'd ſuch a convocation ſuſpend him'from preaching bis protes 
{tant deflrine & adminiſtring prot. ſacraments (asD. M.calls therw) 
and he go on to do it,By his own Notions be 'wou'd be'a:chi/- 
matick and Church-Rebel, by mine « ſaithful paſtor to'his Flock 
and a Loyal ſubzet of Jeſus Chriſt., And therefore whether 4x 
principles or mize be more honeſt, more agreeable to the holy 
Scriptures more ſerviceable to advance the Authority and In» 
tereſt of Chriſt, more conducive to the welfare of Souls, I leave 
to his own conſcience to determine on — -' And 
doubt not but moſt of his own Brethren will -acknowledge 
mine to Le ſo. | | 

[cannot but reflet on theſe debates with deep regret" that 
I am put on ſo unhappy neceſlity, not only of oppoſing Mr. X, 
butſaying ſo much again: the preſent Church-Goverment in 
order to the Vindication of the Reformed Churches both ar home 
and abroad, and the 7ruth it ſeif. But as theſe principles I have 
here refle&ted on have been the fatal Engines of Church Tyran« 
xy and diviſions theſe many Ages, and belong to'the Roman 
Arſenall, ſo tis the neceſlary work of a Peacemater who pros 
poſes a Catholick, Unity and Love as his. great aimto batter 
them down. I had not ſo long delay'd the ſending this paper; 
but that | ſtill hoped ſome abler pen would have undertaken 
what mine is ſo unfit for, However [ hope I have aſſerted 
nothing contrary either to 7ruth or Peace, or if I have, 1 am 
willing to receive better Information. 

1 am 
Sir. | 

Your moſt humble vc. 

K Poſt- 
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A POSTSCRIPT: 


Je perſon to whom the Letter was addrefs'd deſiring 
me to publiſh it, [ thought it requiſite upon a review 
of it, to add a few things relating to ſome paſſages ih 
it.” The oppoſition of Mr. X's Notion of the Carholizk Church 
to the Articles of the Church of Ireland, and the agreeableneſs 
of mine to them-is obſerv'd in the Preface. | 
To what is ſaid about Mr. #'s mark of the Catholick Church, 
viz. [living under lawful ſpiritual Governors ; | I add, that thiy 
renders hs re'ation of all rrue Chriſtians to our b'eſſed Lord 
(as his members) as queſtionable as the title of the Paſtor un- 
der whom they live; and conſequently expoſes their ri-ht to 
. #11 the benefits of the Goſpel, even to the Kingdom of Heaven 
x ſelf to the fame uncertainties and doubts as the regularity of 
kis Admiffion to his Office. And if- thoſe ancient Canors re- 
peated in ſo many Councils be of any force, which declare a!! 
EleRtions of the Clergy by Magiftrates, or witheat the conſent of 
the. people, void ; what a deſperate caſc has almoſt all the Chri- 
ftian world been in ever fince the old way of EleQions was 
alterd / Nay, the Church of England it ſeit, where the Biſhops 
are choſen by the Xing, and Parſons by Patrons, is in a miſcra» 
ble plight. So ſevere is this mark of the Catholick Church on 
thoſe for whoſe ſecular intereſt Mr. X. ſeems to have calculated 
it, and ſo over-favourable to thoſe whom he deſign'd to exclude 
from the Cathelick © hurch by it. 
For what is ſaid on behalf of all the Reformed Churches, p. 11; 
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Gc. Ir is not inteaded to inc'ude the Socinians, who deny an 
eſſential Article of the Chriftian Faith, the Deity of Chriſt, and 
all the Doftrines of his SatisfaGion, &c. that depend on it. 
Againſt Mr. X's Notion of the Supreme Government over 
all the Chriſtians in F»z/and being lodg'd in the Convocation 
couch'd on, p. 57th. T add this Argument ad hominem ; The 
Generah Aſſembly m Scotland have equal pretenſions to the Su- 
preme Government of all Chriſtians in that Nation, as the Con- 
vocation 
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vocation has in Enlind Now it the laws of the Cenv:cation 
would oblige. the Confciences of all the Chriſlians in Enzland 
(as the laws of the Church) wherher ratified by the Civil Aus 
thority or no, th<n the Acts of the General Aſſembly in Scot- 
land have the ſame force there ; Now that General Aflembly 
which fat there in the year 1639. { whoſe As were alfo rati- 
fieafterwards by King Ch, the Firſt in perſon, prefent in h's 
Parliament there ) abolitht Pre'acy, ard (ct up the Presbyterian 
Government thcre. The Prelatcs were, according to Mr. X's 
Princip'es, diſcharg'd from their Office,2nd fince they regzin'd 
it not only without the allowance of any Genera! Aſſembly, 
but againit the Afts or Laws of a!l that fat there ſince, they 
were therein gui'ty of Sch;ſm or Church Rebellion, Mr. K's No» 
tions are as unmerc.fal to rhe Bſhops there as to Presbyier 5 
here : Solitt'e docs he regard where thoſe envenom'd darts 
may fall, which he levels againſt his Difſenting Brethren. 
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M- M's 1 Queſt. in the Preface, What is meant by the Catho:. 
lick Church. Ar. K's Anſwer conſider'd, and tvidenc'd to be 
obſcure, narrow, and conſequently ſchiſmatical and dangerous, 
from P. 2 10 P. 7. 

The true Anſwer to that Queſtion. p 7, 8, 9, 10, 

Mr. Ws, 2d and 3d Queſtions. Mr. K's Anſwer enlarg'd, to make it 
more Catholick ard comprehenſroe. Þ. 10, 11, 

Mr. Ws 4th Queft. Whether by the Catholick Church be meant the 
variety of all Proteſtants ſince they deny her eſſential mark, Unity ? The true 
Catholick Anſwer propoſed, p. 11,12, 13: 

Mr. K's Anſwer to that Queſtion conſider'd ; His three marks of the 
Catholick members of the Church examin'd. His firſt [ Embracing the Ca- 
tholick Faith] allow'd, His ſecond | Living in Charity with their neighbour 
Churches] excludes the Papifts, Ar.Dodwel, and bimſclf, and a great part 
sf the Chriſtian world in the preſent and former Ages, His thirdunark, [| 11a- 
king no ſeparation from their lawful Governors) founded on his ſchiſmatical 
Norjon of the Catholick Church. Two Queſtions propos'd on that Head. 
1, Whether the ſeparation of the Presbyrerians, &c. ( ſuppoſing it to be ſin= 
ful) will exclude them from being Catholick, members of the Church ?! That 
it-does not, prov'd from the nature of their ſeparation, being only « breach of 
bumane Unity : T he contrary Aſſertion exclades the Engliſh {ogreratoe, 
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7 ork Precpe: Mo Miniſters 'are <uero ” 
abner prove, from py 2:1, 19P, 3%; 's 
about Miſſion, The true Notion of Miſſon fg 
and Obligation of Paſtors to the duties of. th be 
s Charter : The uſe of Paitoral Ordinetian ; 1 a 
neceſſity to ny being of the Minit ry diſprou'd : The powver if 
ns s to ſcrip taral Biſhops : Such Biſhops prov'd to be 4 foul 
Ine regains, not Dioceſſes, from Scripture and 
Prezbyt. Miniſters at home and abroad, bence Laed? 
P. —_— ' p: 3 Theſe premi?d. 
. Mar. MW, 1 Qu. What Prieftbood or. boly Orders kad the þrf Refrmk 
but what they received from Rom. Cath. Biſhops ?” Anſwered. p: 48, 

His 2 Q. Wha authorized the firſt Reformers to Preach their Proteſtant 
Defrine, and adminiftet their Proteſtant Sacraments? Anſwered, and WS 
torted onf the Churth of Rome. Þ. 49: 

—##7 3d #4 4h 2*:;; Wherker Cranmer and4 tis Affociates could condenar. 
the Church of Rome by ver:ue of the Miſſion derrved from her Biſhops ; If 


fo, whether a Presbyt. Miniſter having received Crders from a Proc ant. 
Biſhop, can by vertue of ſuch 'Oraers pronounce the Church” of England 
£r.rupt Church? Anſwered. p: 50, 51: T 
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Mr. Rs Arfwer examined ; His Canceſion 10D. M. [That a B | 
Presbyter ought not to preach againſt the Corſtizution of the Church he is. 
member of ; and if hehe pad Joy or ſuſptnded, he is d;ſcharg*d, &c.] + 
fide'd., The tanſequences of it. perricious to 4 great part 0 the Re 
Charches, and to our own, had we & Popiſh Convocation. The be grounds of 

bſurd and "iſe The flen&d NC. Maxifters They os he wn ee 
<Cherch- z.: the charge more likely 10 fall beavy on the un 
anleſs Mr: K. can prove bork the divine right of the Convoc aign to bt 
E Ecelefiaſties!: Head bf the Chuach of England, and the equicy of their: / 
{wg ſentence, from p: 51 10.P, 59: | 
O: Whether an Af of Parl: &c: Anſwered, py: 59, 60: 
Some general Remarks on the reſt of Mr: Ks Anſwer, p. 60, 61,62: 
RefleBtioris on the whole, from P: 62 to the ends A Poſtſcript: 
FINIS: 
ERRATA "a 

Age 5:1: 21: r: Arimini: (To line 24 add (4:4 not the Cathalick Church, es vif8le, 

br 4s me -aſur'd by a Fndgment of Charity, as the [apiſts aſſert, and Mr: Kr with rhemy - * 
ontrery 10 the ſtream of proteſtant writers on that Controverſie) p: ge l: 15: after- oo, + 
emandytent, add an ct p: 233 I: 302 v7 pib vi pe 406 be uler r:prelacy, p:5g: le2&r: gb 
& 63: 1: 17: blot out a 


